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Abstract:

This essay is done by the purpose of the critical analysis of the
film “Untaken Paths” from Fairclough’s approach, using a
descriptive-analytical method, aims to investigate how power
manifests in dialogues of characters, the effect of gender on
power, and the emergence and impact of traditional thoughts and
ignorant prejudices on them based on the dominance in words
and flexibility in speech through aggressive behaviors, violent
tones, or in conditions of lack of self-confidence and a feeling of
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insecurity, they reveal their strength or weakness, verbally.
According to prevailing prejudices in the family, the existing
traditionalism and the verbal strategies of the characters in the
film, discourse gender affects language power. Also, according to
language behaviors, ideology and gender perspective of
characters of film, derived from their gender, language power is
manifested for men and lack of power for women. Fairclough
considers language and ideology together as a tool for critical
discourse analysis. Analysis according to his point of view,
shows how the discourse of the male characters in different
family and social contexts has been able to play the role of
stabilizing the position of power. This research explains the
ruling and dominant discourse of men with power relations in a
way that tries to dominate women’s language and voice. Among
these, there is a social platform of traditional society and family
which is transitioning to the modern society and challenges these
power relations. Finally, this debate leads to the formation of
what researchers have reached in the article.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Power, Gender, Fairclough's
approach, the film "Untaken Path".

Introduction

Critical discourse analysis is the analysis of the structural
relations of dominance, discrimination, power and control that
are  manifested in language. Critical discourse  analysis
emphasizes that discourse is a tool in the service of power, which
is usually difficult to understand how it works. The purpose of
critical discourse analysis is to reveal this way of working
(Bloomaert: 2005, 24). On the other hand, in lranian culture, the
relationship between family and cinema is a multi-dimensional
and complex relationship, which means that cinema has always
been known as one of the places with family entertainment, and
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due to the value and dignity that the family institution has in our
culture, family films or series have had a large audience and
family melodramas have always been one of the most popular
movie genres in Iran.

The main issue of the current research is how to represent the
social background of the movie "Untaken Paths" from the
perspective of critical discourse analysis with regard to the
gender variable. Therefore, the questions that are raised are, how
can the power be revealed in the form of a dialogue between the
characters of the movie "Untaken Paths"? How does gender
affect the power of the discourse of characters in the film? And
how can the distribution or relationship of power and gender be
shown in the context of this film? The movie "Untaken Paths"
can be important from this point of view that the content of the
movie is both attractive and of course painful, because it is a
full-fledged show of one of the important problems in the present
era, which, although rare, is still exist and is very annoying.

Research background

Praminatin and Nafiah(2022) state that their study was
conducted in terms of Fairclough's critical discourse analysis to
analyze news articles in Magdalene and Femina magazines in
Y+Y+. The authors especially emphasized finding power as one
of the most important aspects of Fairclough's socio-cultural
performance. The authors tried to portray the problems of
women in the society with lack of power and show that gender
harassment is still mainly experienced by women. In their
research, Kazemi and Salmani Siyah Balash (2015) examined
the film A Separation based on Fairclough's approach, and
examined the concepts of the power of ideology, culture, and
tradition. The results of the research show the imbalance of
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power in the speech of the film subjects, especially the male and
female characters of the film, which ultimately leads to the
opening of the discourse through superstition and the Quran, in
the end of the existing crises and the tense atmosphere of
discourse.

Research methodology

The current research was done in a descriptive-analytical
method. The data of this research are collected and studied by
library method. Fairclough's point of view of discourse analysis
in this film appears in the way that the data is described,
interpreted and finally investigated and explained as discourse
actions and as social actions in terms of showing the power
relations between the characters of the film. It was tried to
discuss components such as traditional discourse, gender
discourse, hegemony and power, as well as the effect of
traditional atmosphere on the subject's gender by analyzing the
words of the characters in the film.

Theoretical foundations

Fairclough's theoretical model is based on the fundamental belief
that discourse action, as a type of social action, is formed in
connection  with  social, political and cultural structures,
especially power and domination relations, and can participate in
shaping and changing or reproducing and fixing them.
Fairclough (1995) believes that "discourse analysis has three
levels of description, interpretation and explanation. Each of
these levels is different in nature. At the first level, we deal with
the linguistic and formal features of the text. It means describing
the text (revealing the propositions and ideological positions of
the text). In the second level, we are faced with the processes
related to the production and consumption of the text (showing
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the interaction between the text and the context) and in the third
level, the relationship between social events and interactions
with social structures is expressed, that is, Communication event
belongs to the extensive social action that occurred. In fact, the
level of explanation is the two-way effect of structures on
discourse and discourse on structures. Fairclough's approach to
discourse analysis as a model of critical discourse analysis is
based on the assumption that text analysis is a part of discourse
analysis that three elements of text, interaction and social context
are defined as its elements (Fairclough: 2001, 9).

Conclusion

According to the analyses, the characters of the film reveal their
verbal strength or weakness, based on the dominance in words or
flexibility in their speech, through aggressive behaviors, violent
tones, and in conditions of lack of self-confidence and a sense of
insecurity which represents the ideology and gender of the movie
characters. The results indicate that the prejudices ruling the
family, extreme traditionalism and verbal strategies of the
characters, which are derived from their gender, have an effect
on language power. In such a way that the presence of language
power for men and its lack for women is evident. Fairclough
considers language and ideology together as a tool for critical
discourse analysis. According to his point of view, the analyses
show how the speech of the male characters of the film in
different family and social contexts has been able to play the role
of stabilizing the position of power. This research explains the
ruling and dominant discourse of men with power relations in a
way that tries to dominate women’s language and voice. Among
these, there is a social platform of traditional society and family
which is transitioning to the modern society and challenges these
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power relations. Finally, this debate leads to the formation of
what researchers have reached in the article.
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