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Abstract

The purpose of the present article is to explain the foundations of Fariba and
Fafi's knowledge and the formation of her feminine language, based on the
theory of image schemas. Therefore, the present research aims to show that,
from the perspective of cognitive linguistics, metaphor is not just a linguistic
tool in order to decorate words; Rather, it is a cognitive tool that is undoubtedly
related to the author's gender. This article has been done by analytical-
descriptive method based on library studies and its theoretical framework is
indebted to Johnson's visual schema theory. In this article, after reflecting on
cognitive linguistics, we have lingered on metaphor, and then by introducing
the theory of image schemas and its branches, we have reported the image
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schemas of Fariba Wafi's works. In the end, this article comes to the conclusion
that Wafi's image schemas represent her cognitive system as a woman and are
considered to strengthen the foundation of her experiences to achieve a specific
language. By discovering the image schemas used in Wafi's works, it can be
seen that the image schemas of this author's works originate from the unity of
her stable attitude and actions as a woman with her cultural and physical
environment, and all of this ultimately leads to the formation of a special
language for her.

KeyWords: Fariba Vafi, metaphor, image schemas, cognitive linguistics,
women's language.

Extended Abstract
Subject
Examining the Formation of Feminine Language in the Works of Fariba Vafi from
the Perspective of Schema Theory
Introduction and Overview
The present article explores feminine language in the works of Fariba Vafi through
the lens of schema theory. Feminine language, as a significant phenomenon in
contemporary Iranian literature, reflects the unique experiences and emotions of
women. Schema theory, as a cognitive tool, aids us in gaining a deeper
understanding of the complexities of the author’s language and thought. This
article emphasizes that metaphors are not merely linguistic tools but also represent
the profound experiences and emotions of the writer. In this context, Vafi's works
are examined as a prominent example of feminine language, and the cultural and
social influences on its formation are analyzed .
Research Methodology, Background, and Objective
This study employs an analytical-descriptive method based on library research. Its

theoretical framework relies on Johnson's schema theory. Initially, the literature



Ve S5 soylop b iy o a5l By Lo BT 50w 0L (6,8 IS o) 2

and background of research conducted in the fields of cognitive linguistics and
feminine language are reviewed. Additionally, the cultural and social influences
on women's language and literature in Iran are examined. The objective of this
research is to identify and analyze the schemas employed in Fariba Vafi's works
to demonstrate how these schemas contribute to the formation of her distinctive
language. By examining these works, a better understanding of the interactions
between gender, language, and cognition can be achieved, revealing how cultural
and social experiences shape the language of a female writer

Discussion and Analysis

This section provides a detailed examination of the impact of schema theory on
Vafi's language. Schemas function as cognitive frameworks that aid the author in
articulating her experiences and emotions. In Fariba Vafi's works, metaphors and
visual schemas clearly reflect feminine experiences and the social challenges faced
by women. This article explores how the schemas of movement, volume, and
power are represented in Vafi's writings. The movement schemas in Vafi's works
accurately depict the cognitive processes of a female writer and the formation of
her thoughts. For instance, she conceptualizes a husband as a migratory bird and
perceives a father's shout as a roar. By reflecting on Vafi's representation of women
in her novels and elucidating the movement schemas present in her works, we
realize that these metaphors serve not only as aesthetic devices but also as
cognitive tools that reveal the author's worldview and thought process, which
significantly influence her language and choices.The source domains Vafi
employs to describe and represent women and their perceptions in her works
effectively illustrate her understanding and interaction with her environment.
These source domains, such as stagnant swamp, melting object, a traveler who has

lost their ticket, a snowman, a weak chick confusedly moving back and forth,
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create a distinctive thought and language for the author. Moreover, her
understanding of concepts such as death, ennui, sorrow, imagination, future, and
love structurally aligns with the author's cognition and thoughts. Reflecting on
these metaphors shows how innovative and resourceful Vafi is in making abstract
concepts tangible, steering clear of conventional metaphors.An examination of the
volume schemas in Vafi's works reveals that men are primarily depicted as tools
placed in a corner of the house, occasionally useful. These figures are immobile,
akin to mummies, resembling prisoners with redundant existence, akin to
scarecrows, and sometimes appearing as frightening crocodiles. Vafi's
representation of women through volume schemas includes terms like clingy,
mysterious, domestic fowl, tools, spectators, clowns, treasure chests, buffaloes,
polar bears, tree stumps, moles, corpses, and donkeys. Through her volume
schemas, Vafi first liberates her language from the hierarchical constraints of a
patriarchal system. In her cognitive framework, men do not hold superiority over
women .Through Vafi's cognitive metaphors, it becomes evident that she perceives
not only women but also men as "the Other." Furthermore, a significant portion of
the masculine power dynamic prevalent in Vafi's works can be extracted through
power schemas. The displays of masculine power through physical, psychological,
and verbal violence are often depicted in her writings via power schemas
Conclusion

Cognitive linguistic analyses reveal that Vafi's visual schemas are specifically
linked to her cultural and social experiences. These schemas function as reflections
of her understanding as a woman in a society facing particular challenges.
Ultimately, this article concludes that Vafi's feminine language not only represents
her individual experiences but also embodies the collective experiences of women

in contemporary lIranian society. These findings can enhance our understanding of
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women's literature and the cultural influences on their language and thought.The
cognitive metaphors in Vafi's works serve not merely as decorative language;
rather, they illustrate how an insightful writer like her can think and live through
metaphors, creating a discourse that resonates closely with the body, emotions, and
the unknown—elements often suppressed by social conventions. Through
cognitive metaphors, Vafi showcases the cognitive mechanisms of a woman,
allowing us to engage with the suppressed, the secrets, and the unsaid aspects of

women's lives.

Keywords: Fariba Vafi, metaphor, visual schemas, cognitive linguistics, feminine

language
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