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ABSTRACT
In the present paper, the nonlinear transfinite element procedure recently published by the
author is improved by introducing an enhanced convergence criterion to significantly reduce
the computational run-times. It is known that transformation techniques have been developed
mainly for linear systems, only. Due to using a huge number of time steps, employing the
conventional time integration methods requires quite huge computational time and leads to
remarkable error accumulation, numerical instability, or numerical damping, especially for
long investigation times. The present method specially may be extended to problems where the
required time steps are of the order of the round-off errors (e.g., coupled thermoelasticty
problems). The present procedure is employed for transient thermoelastic analysis of thick-
walled functionally graded cylinders with temperature-dependent material properties, as an
example. To reduce the effect of the artificial local heat and stress shock source generation at
the mutual boundaries of the elements, second order elements are used. Influences of various
parameters on the temperature and stress distributions are investigated. Furthermore, results of
the proposed transfinite element technique are compared with the results obtained by other
references to verify the validity, accuracy, and efficiency of the proposed method.
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1 INTRODUCTION

LTHOUGH the functionally graded materials (FGMs) are extensively employed to sustain elevated

temperatures and severe temperature gradients, they have been mainly proposed to precisely monitor the
distribution of the material properties within the stressed components to meet the local strength requirements.
Extensive thermal stress studies made by Noda [1] and Tanigawa [2] reveal that due to continuously varying the
volume fraction of the mixture of the materials, the huge local stresses and locally large plastic deformations, may be
avoided or reduced in the FGM materials.

Among various FGM structures, cylindrical components have been of especial interest. Transient heat transfer
analysis is a vital stage in development of strength investigations such as dynamic thermal buckling, fatigue life
assessment under cyclic thermal loads, dynamic crack propagation, etc. Majority of the well-known heat transfer
analyses performed so far for thick FGM cylinders are generally restricted to uniform heating [3] or steady state heat
transfer [4-9] analyses. Some of these researches have been accomplished based on the multi-layered discretization
approximation [10].
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Some authors have investigated the transient heat transfer in isotropic cylinders [11-16]. Limited researches have
been presented in the transient heat transfer analysis of the FGM cylinders. Furthermore, almost all of the presented
researches have ignored the effect of the temperature-dependency of the material properties. Reddy and Chin [17]
and Praveen et al. [18] have developed finite element formulations to analyze pseudo-dynamic thermoelastic
responses of functionally graded cylinders subjected to abrupt thermal loadings. Obata et al. [19] analyzed the two-
dimensional unsteady thermal stresses in an FGM hollow circular cylinder using the Laplace transformation and the
perturbation method. Using the finite difference method, Awaji and Sivakumar [20] analyzed the steady-state and
transient temperature distributions in an FGM cylinder. Based on the multi-layered cylinder approximation, Kim and
Noda [21] studied the axisymmetric two dimensional transient thermoelasticity of an infinite FGM circular hollow
cylinder using the Green’s function method. Based on the local boundary integral equations with moving least
square approximation of the temperature and heat flux, and using the numerical Laplace inversion method, Sladek et
al. [22] studied the transient conduction heat transfer in the FGM cylinders. Wang et al. [23, 24] used the first order
finite element method in conjunction with the finite-difference method to study the one dimensional transient heat
conduction. Hosseini et al. [25], and Shao and Ma [26, 27] employed analytical methods to study the transient
conduction heat transfer in FGM cylinders with material properties that follow an exponential law. Recently,
thermo-mechanical analysis of FGM graded hollow circular cylinders subjected to linearly increasing boundary
temperature is developed by Shao and Ma [27]. Thermo-mechanical properties of the functionally graded materials
were assumed to be temperature independent. Hosseini [28] presented an analytical model for a functionally graded
cylinder with finite length under thermal loads. He divided the cylinder into isotropic sub-cylinders and considered
the material properties to be temperature-independent.

Almost in all of the above mentioned researches, the temperature-dependency of the material properties is
neglected. Recently, a transient thermal analysis taking the temperature-dependency of the material properties into
account is introduced by the author [29]. Time integration and an updating method were used. Only heat conduction
was treated in the mentioned work. Majority of the finite element formulations presented in the heat transfer,
thermal wave propagation or elastic wave propagation to date, are based on the first-order Lagrangian shape

functions [17, 18, 23, 24, 30-33]. Since only C° continuity is guaranteed by Lagrangian elements, heat fluxes and
stress components experience jumps at the mutual boundaries of the elements [34-36], especially when linear
elements are used. Therefore, artificial sources of heat generation or concentrated tractions or wave sources will
form at the mutual boundaries of the elements that in turn may remarkably influence the results. Some researchers
has attempted to incorporate the kinematics and force conditions (Drichlet and Neumann boundary conditions) such
as displacement and stress or temperature and flux conditions [33] (e.g., by modification of the generalized Hooke
law). Generally, simultaneous incorporation of the mentioned types of boundary conditions may lead to some
contradictions, such as altering the generalized Hooke’s law or generation of heat sources or tractions at the mutual
boundaries of the elements [36, 37].

In previous publications [38-41], the author and his coauthors have investigated the transient behaviors of
cylinders undergoing thermomechanical dynamic or shock loads, taking the temperature-dependency of the material
properties. The author has proposed the transfinite element method [38] for solving the time-dependent highly
nonlinear problems, for the first time. In the present paper, the mentioned procedure is enhanced through employing
a different convergence criterion. Convergence is a key issue in the nonlinear analyses that may significantly affect
the computational run-times. Although the proposed method is very general and may be used for various branches of
the science, nonlinear transient heat transfer and thermoelastic behavior of thick FGM cylinders with
temperature-dependent material properties are investigated to clarify the proposed procedure. Second-order
elements are used in the present research. In a thermal analysis problem, in contrast to stress analysis problems,
changing the boundary condition type may lead to remarkable changes in the parametric form of the element
matrices. In the present research, element matrices are dependent on both nodal and spatial coordinates.

The analytical technique which usually leads to a series solution, requires determination of a remarkable number
of eigen values corresponding to mathematical expressions including different forms of complicated functions (e.g.,
Hankel’s and Bessel’s functions). Apart from the remarkable computational time required to determine the large
number of the necessary eigen values and the corresponding eigen functions to obtain the prescribed accuracy,
ignoring the higher eigen values may lead to losing effects of the higher modes whose effects are more noticeable in
the early times of the transient responses. Furthermore, the analytical solutions are boundary condition dependent.
So that changing the boundary conditions (e.g., thermal or stress boundary conditions), may lead to completely
different eigen functions.

In some circumstances, the time integration methods may exhibit undesired responses such as: numerical
oscillations, numerical damping, or numerical instability. These problems may arise due to improper choice of the
integration time steps, the nature of the adopted numerical time integration scheme, and in nonlinear systems, the
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315 A Rapidly Convergent Nonlinear Transfinite Element Procedure for Transient Thermoelastic Analysis ...

updating procedure used and effect of the initial conditions and load values (e.g., thermal loads) on the frequencies
and eigen values of the nonlinear system. Furthermore, since the integration time steps must be much less than the
period time of the fundamental frequency of the system (e.g., of the order of 10~ sec), both the accumulated errors
and the computational times required to reach the final analysis time are remarkable.

In the present transfinite element method, much less computational time (about one tenth) is required in
comparison with the analytical and the numerical time integration methods. The present solution algorithm
prevents numerical oscillations and damping, and accumulated time integration errors and possesses the effect
of all of the infinite eigen values of the analytical solution. Results of the present algorithm are compared with
some results of the published well-known works. Finally, results based on the temperature-dependency and
temperature-independency assumptions of the material properties are compared with each other and effects of
various thermal boundary conditions are studied.

2 THE GOVERNING EQUATIONS

Geometric parameters of the thick-walled FGM cylinder are shown in Fig. 1. The FGM cylinder is assumed to
be made of a mixture of two constituent materials so that the inner layer (r =r; ) of the cylinder is ceramic-rich,

whereas the external layer (r =r,) is metal-rich.
Variation of the material properties with temperature may be expressed as follows [42, 43]:

P=Py+PT+P,T2+P,T?) )

where Py, P, P, and P; are some material constants. The material properties of the FGM cylinder at any arbitrary
point through the thickness may be expressed based on the ceramic and metal material properties as [43]:

o} i

N
P=Pm+<Pc—Pm>(r°‘rj @

¢ and m subscripts denote the ceramic and the metal properties, respectively. N is the so-called volume fraction
index. Therefore, from Egs. (1) and (2) one may conclude that:

N
r,—r
P =Py @+ PT + Py T2+ Py T3+ [Poc A+ P T + Py T2+ P T) — Ry (L P T+ Py T2+ PSst)][ o ]

L —h

The governing equation of the transient axisymmetric heat transfer problem is [44]

Fig. 1
Geometric parameters of the considered thick-walled FGM cylinder.
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1| 0T a(xr) 0% oT
= AT —pC,—=0 4
r[ar or arz} P “)

where o(r,T), «(r,T), and C,(r,T)are the mass density, the thermal conductivity, and the specific heat,

respectively. Various thermal boundary conditions are considered in the present research:
a) An FGM cylinder with specified heat flux (e.g., due to passing hot gasses) at the inner surface and a
convection heat transfer at the outer surface:

LT -T,)=0 atr=r,
or )
oT
—K'E:qo at I’=I’i

b) A sudden temperature increase at the inner surface and a convection heat transfer at the outer surface of the
FGM cylinder:

oT
k—+h(T-T,)=0 atr=r
ar (_T oo) 0 (6)
T(r,t)=T, at r=r;
c¢) Thermal heat convection at both the internal and the external boundaries.
In all problems, it is assumed that all particles of the cylinder are initially at the ambient temperature:
T(r.0)=T, ()
Using a Kantorovich type approximation, variations of the temperature may be interpreted as [45]:
Ty =NOTH® (8)
where T(t)(e) is the nodal temperature values vector and N is the shape function matrix [45]:
N=[F&(-D (1-&%) 3&(£+D)] ©)
£ is the natural coordinate. The relation between derivatives of the global and the natural coordinates is
2n®) 2
N,=N =N =N,— 10
r ,§§,r <& r,—r, & Ar ( )

n® is number of elements. Using Galerkin’s method, the governing equation of the element may be derived from
the following equation:

f N'RdQ =0 (11)
Q

where
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. 1 o(xr
R=pC,NT® —?[N’r%+KfN’rr:|T(e) (12)

Therefore, the governing equation of the element will be
g OTE 4 _sETeE Qe (13)

Based on Egs. (11) and (12), the damping matrix, £, for all boundary conditions is

z© — f pC,NTN dO (14)
Q

Matrices & and Q are different for various boundary conditions. For boundary condition type (a) one may write

g@:ff NTEMNrdng (NTrKJrNTKr)NrdQJrf NThN dr,
Q or ’ o T T,

8T (15)
Q(e):f NT 2L dF:f NTq, dr, +f NThT dr,
r or T, r,
and for boundary condition type (b) one has
Z© _ f NTla(;r)N dQ+f (NTk+NTx N, dQ+f NThN dr, +f NTkN, dr,
r
(16)

Q® = fNTK—n dr_f NThT, dr,
rﬂ

where boundaries Fi and FO are the inner and the outer surfaces of the cylinder, respectively. Eq. (15) may be used

for the (c) type boundary conditions if similar boundary integrals with minus sign are added to account for the heat
convection at the outermost layer of the FGM cylinder. The following relation is useful for calculation of the
integrals appeared in Egs. (15) and (16) numerically (using Gauss-Legendre method):

r=r, +[2(e) +¢& —1]% 17)

e is the element number. Material properties and their derivatives may be calculated considereing the following
identities:

T=N()T® (1)
T2 =TO)OTNE)"N(r)T(@®)® (18)
TS=NEOTOCTOOTNE)TNETR)®

According to Egs. (3) and (18), each material property is temperature-dependent (and subsequently, time
dependent). Therefore, the element damping and stiffness matrices are temperature dependent. Therefore, the
element matrices may be assembled to form the whole cylinder governing equations as

ZTOITO) +~[TOITE) =Q() (19)
On the other hand, following the procedure outlined by the author in a previously published paper of the author

[34], the governing equation of the elements may be expressed in the following form:
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7O0© 4 2Eye _ 5@ (20)

where U® is the nodal displacement vector. For a thermoelastic analysis where the internal and the external
pressures of the cylinder are assumed to be zero, one has:

A= [ AT, N NG (21)
© f BTD[T(t), £]BdQ 22)
Q
(e) _ T _ - T T
5 friN pdr fFUsN i, dF+fQB DIT(t).c] ; © 23)

where, for an axisymmetric cylinder experiences a plane strain field:

i)
szt;}:dNU(e) =BU®, d= alr (24)
"
€7 :<aAT aAT) (25)
B B _E@ 1 v(r)
o=D(c—g), _—1—v(r)2 v 1 (26)

Therefore, if the element matrices are assembled to construct the whole cylinder governing equations, one has:

A TTOIVEM +27[TOIUE) == (1) (27)

3 THE PROPOSED NUMERICAL SOLUTION PROCEDURES

In a thermoelastic analysis, usually a two step solution is employed: (a) a thermal analysis; and (b) a stress analysis.
In a time integration solution algorithm, this procedure is employed for each time step. Only the first analysis type
(thermal analysis) is nonlinear.

3.1 The proposed numerical Laplace transform for the highly nonlinear governing equations

Using the Laplace transform definition
T'(5) = Z[T(t)] = f ST (1) dt (28)
0

The system of the dynamic governing equations (19) may be reduced to a static one if &7, _# , and Q are
assumed to be constant matrices. Since the material properties appeared in Eqgs. (14) to (16) are temperature-
dependent with the dependency defined in Eq. (3), £, .# , and Q matrices are time dependent. Therefore, at the
first glance, it may be deduced that a Laplace transform of a product of functions should be determined. A different
procedure that is similar to using the tangential stiffness matrix concept in a traditional FEM updating procedure is
used in the present paper. As a first stage, the matrices &, .~ , and Q are treated as constant matrices. In this
regard, the initial values of the material properties are substituted into Egs. (14) to (16). Therefore, if Eq. (19) is
rewritten for the temperature increment:
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ZO(t)+.7 0(t) =Q(t) (29)
where @ =T — T, then the Laplace transform of Eq. (19) becomes:
(s 2 +.7)0°(s)=Q(s) (30)

Boundary and initial condition equations may be incorporated in Eq. (30), in its transformed shape. The solution
procedure continues in an iterative manner. In the first stage, the transformed temperature function is calculated
from Eq. (30) as:

0 (s)=(s & +)7"Qs) (31)

This temperature function may be used to update the material properties values according to Eq. (3) using the
identities mentioned in Eq. (18).

The iterative solution that is intended to be proposed in this section is based on the ideas of the time integration
procedure explained in the foregoing section but with a quite different concept. Material properties may readily be
calculated if the nodal temperature values at any time instant are specified. Although the material properties are
implicitly time-dependent, this dependency may be ignored in determining the material properties in an updating
method. In other words, material properties may be defined in a parametric form, based on the temperature
distribution obtained in the previous iteration. Therefore, Eqg. (31) may be rewritten in the following form

0;(5)=[s 2(0,,(1)+.~(0,,®))] " Q(s) (32)

where

o) = 0" (s)] = % j M_i:est@* (s)ds (33)

is the inversion of the Laplace transform of the nodal temperature vector. i =+/—1 is the unit imaginary number and
9is an arbitrary real value that is greater than all real parts of the singularities of ©” (s) components.

Following a method proposed by Honig and Hirdes [47], numerical inversion of the Laplace transform can be
written as

n
o)=L, +Z:/k (34)
k=1
St
% :e—{Re[G*(SJrik—” }cos@— Im[(i)*(l9+ik—ﬂ)}sin@}, k=012,.. (35)
T T T T T

It may be noted that a good choice of the arbitrary parameters n, ¢, andz is not only important to enhance the
accuracy of the results but also crucial for the application of the Korrektur method [47] and the methods proposed to
accelerate the convergence. Values of & and z are chosen according to criteria outlined by Honig and Hirdes in
reference [47]. In the Korrectur method the optimal value of & is found for any fixed values of n andz, by
minimization of the sum of the absolute values of the discretization and truncation errors [47].

If after some iterations, both Re{@*(‘9+ikl)} and Im (§(8+ik—”)
T T

, (k=0,...,n) become negligibly small, it

may be concluded that the solution is obtained with a sufficient accuracy. Therefore, since ®" is dependent on both
r and s variables, the following convergence criterion may be used in this regard:
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Re @1(9+ikf)—(ﬁl(3+ikf)]‘ ‘lm[q}(9+i"r’”)—q’11(9+i"f)

maxy <e, j=L..n (36)

Re[q’;(gﬂ"f)]

|m[q*)n(3+ik”)]
T

where m is the iteration counter, j is the node number, n”is the number of nodes, and e is a prescribed sufficiently
small value (e.g., 0.001). It is obvious that when convergence is achieved, values of the material properties will be in
agreement with the resulted temperature distribution. In the previously published work of the author [38], the
convergence criterion has been proposed to be checked in the time domain.

3.2 The proposed numerical procedure for the thermoelastic analysis

Thermoelastic stresses are calculated based on the converged temperature distribution. In this regard, the
transformed form of Eq. (27) is used:

BLATT ()] + 2T (S (5) =.57(s) 37)
or
U*(s) = b2 T @1+ 21T (91 5 () (38)

Time variations of the nodal radial displacements may be determined using a numerical Laplace inversion
similar to Eq. (34) [46]:

: (39)
U =15+ %
k=1
F = ﬁ{Re[u*(g + ik—”)}cosm— |m[u*(9+ ik—ﬁ)}sin @} k=012,.. (40)
T T T T T

Time variations of the stress components may be determined by substituting U(t) into Eq. (24) and substituting
the resulted equation into Eq. (26).

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

A sensitivity analysis has been carried out to determine the proper number of elements and the suitable time
itegration steps. Number of elements is so chosen that almost no difference is noticed in the results by using a finer
mesh. Since the transfinite element procedure requires a parametric (symbolic) analysis, the computer program is
written in MATLAB and Maple softwares environments.

As a validation example, an FGM hollow cylinder of reference [24] whose inner and outer radii are 50 and 150
(mm), respectively is considered. The material phases inside the FGM cylinder change from pure ZrO,at the
outermost layer linearly to Ti-6Al-4V at the innermost layer. The inner surface of the cylinder is suddenly heated to
T, =1000 K ; which is maintained thereafter. Temperature of the outer surface of the cylinder is kept zero. The
properties of ZrO,and Ti-6Al-4V materials are similar to those mentioned in reference [24]. The simple rule-of-

mixture is applied to evaluate the overall property distribution of the FGM. The temperature distributions predicted
by reference [24] are compared with those obtained using the present algorithm in Fig. 2, for both temperature-
dependent (TD) and temperature-independent (TID) material properties. According to Fig. 2, generally, there is an
agreement between the results. Greater discrepancies are noticed in prediction of behaviors of FGM cylinders with
temperature-dependent materials. Results of reference [24] are derived based on linear elements in conjunction with
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the finite difference method (instead of the iterative solution procedure). Although the results show a good
agreement, using linear elements to predict nonlinear variations (especially in a stress analysis) may lead to abrupt
changes in derivatives of the nodal values at the boundaries of the elements and may lead to remarkable errors in the
results [34, 35]. However, the greater discrepancies are noticed in smaller times where the transient effects are more
pronounced. For FGM cylinders with temperature-dependent material properties, the temperature distribution curves
have inflection points. Besides, it is an evident that the influence of the temperature-dependency of the material
properties grows with the temperature. The transient hoop stress distributions are shown in Fig. 3. Results of
reference [24] are derived through using relations that govern the static behavior of the isotropic cylinders.
Therefore, the inertia effects are ignored. It is known that results obtained through modeling the nonlinear systems
by means of Lagrangian elements may have noticeable errors in the neighborhoods of the boundaries [34, 35] as it
may be seen in Fig. 3. Furthermore, in contrast to second order finite element formulation, first order finite element
formulation increases the compliance of the system [35]. For this reason, the magnitudes of the stress values of
reference [24] are somewhat lower.

As a second example, effects of the temperature-dependency of the material properties on the temperature
distribution are considered. To this end, a thick-walled Ti-6Al-4V/Si;N, FGM cylinder with the following

geometric and heat transfer data are considered:
r, =12.7mm, r,=254mm, T,=450K, Qo =1000kw/m?, h=8wK /m?

Material properties are given in Table 1 [17]. Results are expressed in terms of the dimensionless radius, radius
ratio, and dimensionless time defined as:

r-r I (41)

rR=——fi R=f g2l
r,—r r, T
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Property Coefficient Metal (Ti-6Al-4V) Ceramic ((Si3Ny) )
Kk (W/mK) P 1.20947 13.723
P 0.0139375 0
»(kg/m?) Po 2370 4429
P 4429 2370
P, 0
Py 0
Py 0
a (K’l) P 7.57876e-6 5.8723e-6
Py 0.00065 9.095e -4
P, 0.313467 ¢ -6 0
) 0 0
C, (J/kgK) P, 625.29692 555.11
Py -4.2238757e-4 1.016e-3
P 7.1786536e-7 2.92e-7
P, 0 -1.67e-10
325 450
=——Temperature-dependent Temperature-dependent
= = Temperature-independent 425 = = Temperature-independent
320 \‘
~ 400 ‘\\
% 315 ) N
e g \
g £ 375 ‘\
g g .
E 310 & v
= = 350 -
308 o 125 Y
300 T - v 300 T T T T T T T T T
0 01 02 03 04 06 07 08 09 1 0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 1
R R
(@) (b)
Fig. 4

A comparison between results of temperature-dependent and temperature-independent thick-walled FGM cylinders (N=1,
t =0.2, R=2) for: (a): boundary condition type a and (b): boundary condition type b.

Influence of the temperature-dependency on the temperature distribution of FGM cylinders is depicted in Fig. 4
for (N=1, T =0.2,R=2). As it may be noticed from Fig. 4, higher temperatures and temperature gradients are

resulted when the temperature-dependency of the material properties is ignored (it was discussed in relation to Fig.
2). A difference up to 15 percent in AT is observed in the results of the first type of the boundary conditions. Since
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temperature values increase with time, this difference is more remarkable for greater values of the dimensionless
time (t). Therefore, if the temperature distributions predicted based on the temperature-independent material

properties assumption are used in a strength analysis of an FGM Cylinder with temperature-dependent material
properties, lower strength values will result. Therefore, the materials will not be adequately utilized.

Finally, temperature, radial displacement, radial stress, and hoop stress transient responses of a thick-walled
SUS304/SizN, cylinder with the following specifications are investigated for the first 10(s) time interval:

rn=127mm, r,=254mm, N=1

The internal layer of the cylinder is ceramic-rich. Coefficients of Eq. (3) of the constituent materials are
extracted from Reddy and Chin [17]. They are not mentioned here to save space. It is assumed that the cylinder is
initially at the ambient temperature (300 K). Both internal and external boundaries of the cylinder are subjected to a
convection heat transfer with the following parameters:

h=100wK /m?, T, =600K, T, =300K

According to a preliminary frequency analysis, it was found that the period time corresponding to the
fundamental natural frequency of the cylinder is in the order of 10~°s. Therefore, if a time integration solution

procedure is used, a time step in the order of 107°s should be used. Therefore, a considerable computational time

would be required and accumulated errors will be resulted. Hence, once again the efficiency of the proposed
algorithm is confirmed. In Figs. 5 to 8, the distribution of the temperature, the radial displacement, the radial stress,
and the hoop stress versus time and radius as well as the distribution for t=10 (s) are illustrated for the considered
FGM cylinder. In Fig. 6, as it may be expected, positive radial displacements have been occurred. As it may be
expected, the inner layer has a less freedom to expand in the radial direction than the outer free layer (especially
when it is fabricated from a ceramic material as it is the case in the present example). On the other hand, all the
internal expansions influence the expansion of the free outer layer. Since the inner layers experience higher
temperatures, the maximum radial displacement has occurred in an intermediate layer.

As Fig. 7 shows, due to the tendency of the layers to move outward for the given boundary conditions, a
compressive radial stress distribution has been formed whose extremum has occurred in an intermediate layer
(which is closer to the inner layer, in comparison with the outer layer). On the other hand, as Fig. 8 implies, due to
expansion of the layers, a tensile hoop stress distribution has appeared. It is evident that for the present boundary
conditions, the expansions and subsequently the hoop stresses are more remarkable for the internal layers. Figs. 6(a),
7(a) and 8(a) show small local oscillations in the displacement and stress responses due to the transient nature of the
responses.

314

32F

310

308

T

306 [

04

302 1

e 8 tisen

e S0 . s s . . s
rman) a3 R R 12 14 16 L] 0 7l 2 2
26 10 t (mm)

300

(a) (b)
Fig. 5.
Transient temperature distribution of the SUS304/Si3N, cylinder: (a) the transient time variation of the distribution and (b) the

distribution for t=10 (s).
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5 CONCLUSIONS

In the present paper, nonlinear transient heat transfer and thermoelastic behaviors of the thick-walled FGM cylinders
are investigated by a transfinite element method that may be used in an updating and iterative solution scheme. The
main novelties of the present research are: (1) incorporating the temperature-dependency of the material properties
in the thermal analysis, (2) proposing a numerical transfinite element procedure that may be used in a Picard
iterative algorithm to update the material properties in a highly nonlinear formulation, and (3) employing an
adequate convergence criterion.

Remarkable computational time is required to determine the large number of the necessary eigen values and the
corresponding eigen functions in the analytical techniques to obtain the prescribed accuracy. Besides, ignoring the
higher eigen values may lead to losing effects of the higher modes whose effects are more noticeable in the early
times of the transient responses. Furthermore, the analytical solutions are boundary condition dependent. So that
changing the boundary conditions (e.g., thermal or stress boundary conditions), may lead to completely different
eigen functions. On the other hand, the time integration methods may exhibit undesired responses such as: numerical
oscillations, numerical damping, or numerical instability [36]. These problems may arise due to improper choice of
the integration time steps, the nature of the adopted numerical time integration scheme, and in nonlinear systems, the
updating procedure used and the initial conditions and load values (e.g., thermal loads) on the frequencies and
eigenvalues of the nonlinear system. Furthermore, since the integration time steps must be much less than the period

time of the fundamental frequency of the system (e.g., of the order of 107 sec), both the accumulated errors and the
compilation times required to reach the final analysis time are remarkable.

In the present transfinite element method, much less computational time (about one tenth) is required in
comparison with the analytical and the numerical time integration methods. Furthermore, accumulated time
integration errors and numerical oscillations, damping or instability are avoided in the proposed transfinite element
technique. Besides, in contrast to researches developed so far, second order elements are employed. Therefore, the
proposed transfinite element method may be adequately used in problems where time integration method is not
recommended because of truncation errors (e.g., coupled thermoelasticity problems with very small relaxation
times) or where improper choice of the time integration step may lead to loss of the effects of the higher mode
functions in the dynamic response. Besides, analytical solutions are not available for general cases. Generally,
determining the eigen values and the associated eigen functions that usually requires solving equations expressed in
terms of Hankel or Bessel functions, is cumbersome. Therefore, it seems that the present technique may be used to
obtain relatively accurate and stable results in a less computational time. Results also show that the temperature-
dependency of the material properties may significantly affect the temperature and subsequently, the stress
distribution that have remarkable effects on some critical behaviors such as thermal buckling or dynamic crack
propagation phenomena.
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