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The role of Kashefi's Martyrs Elegies in the Spreading of Ashura
History Distortions

Dr. Hamidreza Jadidi*

Abstract

Mullah Hussein Kashefi's Martyrs Elegies book (910 A.H) which depicts
Ashura's Events is one of the first books about the Killings of Ashura which
enjoy a literary language attraction of great influence. Since its writing, this
book has been criticized its wrong narration of the history of this event. It is
considered one of the first books giving wrong historical accounts with poor
historical supports about event happening on Ashura. In this article, after a brief
account about the late Timurids era and Kashefi's biography, different ideas
about this book and its author have been discussed along with the reasons for
distortions mentioned in the book and public interest in it. Also resources used
and his narration style have been studied. The findings show that the main
reasons for such distortions are Kashefi's lack of source, fictional narration style
like Sufis, relying on his own memories as an orator, lack of accuracy in his
narrations of events, and Kashefi's intention to motivate Shiites of his time to
create a connection with Prophet Mohammad 's family (PBUH). It can also be
said that Timurids in Khorasan created an atmosphere from which a kind of
Shiites was born by which the Safavids advertise this kind of shiism.

Keyword: historical distortions, Kashefi'd elegy of the martyrs, death
narrations, Ashura, morning, Timurids
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