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Examining the structure of the Persian proverb story Based on the model ARA
derived from Propp theory
Omid Ghahramani, Dr. Mohammad Amir Obaydinia’

Abstract

The study of the structure of texts has a hundred-year history, which is one of the
ways to know literary texts. The proverbial story is better known as a narrative
literary text such as fairy tales and tales in this way. Materials and methods of
studying myths can be used to identify its components. The structural methods of
Propp, Grimas, Dundes, and Campbell are used to identify stories, tales, and myths.
It may also be appropriate for a proverbial story. In the meantime, Vladimir Propp's
method better explains the structure of the proverbial story. Therefore, using his
theory, one hundred proverbial stories are studied. Functions are examined as main
and fixed components and characters as variable components of the narrative. In
addition, the strengths and weaknesses of the structural model are studied based on
scientific methods. The degree of conformity of the pattern used with the structure
of the proverbial story is also analyzed. Finally, by reducing the research materials
and tools, a concise model is obtained that is suitable for recognizing and analyzing
the story of proverbs. Analyzing the story of proverbs in this way is a step to
identify and compare it with other narrative constructs in order to find its structure.
The research method is descriptive-analytical and the working method is to analyze
the structure and content of the material extracted from the available library
resources. The results indicate a coherent structure in most proverbial stories that
can be useful for other fields of humanities such as psychology and anthropology.

Keywords: proverbial story, Allegory, Structure, Function, character.
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