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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to investigate jurisprudential principles of animal
rights. The method of study is descriptive-analytic. General principles including the
ones in the Qur'an and sonnat (the tradition) are discussed in this research. Both of the
above revelation resources have mentioned common features for animals in terms of life
principles, perception issues, and evolution after this world that is sufficient to prove the
right of animals as living creatures. Rational arguments indicate that every measure
violating animal rights is evidence of cruelty while every measure that sustains their
dignity, life, interests, resources, environment, and survival of their different species is
considered as an act of goodness. The Sunni and Shi'ite scholars have consensus that
animals also have rights so humans are obliged to observe them. Jurisprudential
principles state that Killing an animal requires the responsibility to make up for the loss.
Besides, any damage to animals is prohibited and every attempt to fulfill their rights is
regarded as an act of benevolence and goodness. Finally, the above principles generally
approve animal rights, in addition to human rights, and convey the necessity to observe
and fulfill that.

Keywords: Fighi (Jurisprudential) Principles, Animal Rights, Noble Qur'an, Sonnat
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