Journal of Quranic Studies Quarterly Volume 16, Issue 63

Islamic Azad University in Jiroft October 2025
https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/qsf/ pp. 97-123
Research Article

A Study of the Differences in the Views of
Commentators on the Components and

Implications of Verse 35 of Surah Muhammad 9
and Its Relation to Verse 61 of Surah Anfal

Nosrat Nilsaz'*, Somayeh Ahvaraki?, Mohammad Hossein Rajabi Davani’,
Nahleh Gharavi Naeeni*

Abstract

The commentators have differed in the verse (&3¥) & 5 o ) 1523 31545 3 ) from
various aspects. For example, in (1s=) its inflection<The meaning of(aLd))¢ the meaning
of (wsle¥) the role of (s's) in (O3S & 3) and the relationship of this verse with verse
61 of Surah Anfal. These disagreements have led to differences in the commentators' views
on the meaning of the verse. Regarding the meaning of peace for (od)this verse has been
divided among the commentators due to its connection with the governmental jurisprudence
issue of the permissibility or impermissibility of peace with polytheists.In this research,
with a descriptive-analytical method, the commentators' point of view has been criticized
and the conclusion has been reached that (eim ) 15£3%5) means not calling for peace and
(03£Y0is the eternal supremacy of the front of truth, which is the condition of the believer's
faith. will be Verse 35 of Surah Muhammad forbids "initial peace" which is done out of
weakness and necessity, and therefore the two mentioned verses do not conflict with each
other.
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Detailed Abstract

The verse under discussion, which emphasizes the call to peace and references the
Most High, has elicited diverse interpretations among commentators, particularly
concerning its implications for governmental jurisprudence and the intricacies of
peace agreements with polytheists. These differing perspectives shed light on the
interpretive challenges inherent in Quranic exegesis, especially when considering
the interplay of language, context, and theological doctrine.

One key focal point of contention revolves around the verb “call” and its inflection,
which raises questions about the nuances of the commandment to invoke peace.
Commentators have debated the implications of the term “peace,” positing various
meanings, including a plausible interpretation as denoting “the world.” Such a view
underscores a broader conception of peace that encompasses not merely a cessation
of hostilities but also the establishment of a harmonious existence among
communities. This broader interpretation aligns with the Islamic principle of
promoting social justice and cooperation among diverse groups.

Furthermore, the role of the conjunction "waw" in the phrase “and you are the Most
High” is another area of scholarly discourse. The conjunction may suggest a
cumulative relationship between the call for peace and the notion of divine
superiority, thereby accentuating the believers’ duty to uphold peace as a reflection
of their faith in God's transcendent authority. This connection brings forth an
interpretive layer that situates the commandment in the broader theological
framework of faith and divine governance.

Compounding these interpretative challenges is the relationship of this verse to
verse 61 of Surah Anfal. The apparent discordance between these verses has led
some commentators to argue over the permissibility of initiating peace with
polytheists, particularly in contexts deemed as weak or necessitated by dire
circumstances. The issue of “initial peace” emerges as a critical topic, with
discussions around whether peace agreements established out of compulsion
contradict foundational Islamic values.

Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the positions held
by various commentators concerning the implications of “peace” in the verse. By
critically evaluating their interpretations, the findings indicate that the command to
call for peace in Surah Muhammad (PBUH), alongside the concept of “Al-'A'lun”
representing the eternal superiority of the right cause, effectively serves as a
prohibition against seeking initial peace that stems from weakness.

Thus, the conclusion drawn from this analysis suggests that the two verses do not
stand in opposition to each other; rather, they coexist within a framework that
advocates for a principled approach to peace. This understanding is significant not
only for theological discourse but also for jurisprudential interpretations
surrounding peace agreements in contemporary Muslim contexts. By recognizing
the conditional nature of such agreements in light of the Quranic teachings,
scholars and practitioners can foster a more nuanced application of peace-building
strategies that remain faithful to the tenets of Islamic jurisprudence while
navigating the complexities of modern geopolitical realities.

In summary, the examination of the different views on the interpretation of key
terms in this verse elucidates the importance of contextual analysis and theological
coherence in Quranic exegesis, highlighting the necessity for ongoing scholarly
dialogue in the realm of Quranic studies and jurisprudence.
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