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Abstract

Background & Obijective: Exceptional schools which accept children with special educational needs,
including children with intellectual disabilities, should regard educational goals and meet their specific
physical and mental needs in school building design .one of the most important one is improving
adaptive skills. This study seeks to find criteria for landscape design of exceptional schools, in order to
prepare children with intellectual disability for independent living, by improving their adaptive skills.
Material and Methodology:The method used in this research is qualitative-quantitative and is based
on Delphi type of exploratory research .

Correlation test and multiple linear regression was used to test the research hypotheses. Based on the
aims and hypotheses of the research, architectural solutions were asked from the architects and after
achieving the most important strategies, in order to ensure the accuracy of the data, a survey was
conducted and teachers in special schools were asked if the solutions improve adaptive skills.
Findings: design of simulated spaces with community, home-like school environment, accessibility,
participatory spaces, paly ful spaces, attention to the color, form, material are the principles should be
regarded in landscape design of special schools.

Discussion and conclusion: Regarding these principles, provide such an environment which encourage
participation and communication, direct connection with nature, sensory stimulating by color, music,
texture, and the possibility of group games and as the result of the activities occur, adaptive skills will
increased.

Keywords: Exceptional schools, landscape design, children with intellectual disability, adaptive
behavior.
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Figure 1. landscape design characteristics for children with disabilities and the positive effects of nature on them
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Figure 2. Regression diagram of children's adaptive behvior
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Table 4. The most effective strategies for landscape design of schools
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Figure 3. Relationship between effective components on adaptive behavior and architectural solutions
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