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Abstract: Tourism development in a region is not without side effects. During their stay in an area, tourists
establish social relations with the people and institutions present in that area, the nature of which is very
different from the type and manner of communication of the native population with each other. This action and
reaction between the host population and tourists is the origin of various socio-cultural effects that can cause
positive and negative effects depending on the type of communication and interaction. The purpose of this
research was to measure the socio-cultural sustainability of tourism development in the target villages of East
Azarbaijan province so that the negative socio-cultural consequences of tourism can be moderated or eliminated
and the positive consequences can be strengthened with proper planning and management, and finally to the
sustainable development that The ideal point of the tourism industry is achieved. The research method in the
present study is applied in terms of purpose, survey in terms of implementation and cross-sectional in terms of
time. The statistical population of the study was heads of households in four tourism target villages in East
Azarbaijan province (N=819), which was calculated using the krejcie-Morgan table, the statistical sample size
of 265 people. Data analysis was done using statistical methods and stability measurement tools in the
environment of Spss and Excel software. The findings of the research showed that the socio-cultural dimensions
of tourism in the studied area have a moderate level of sustainability with an average of 0.563. Also, the
prioritization of the studied villages in terms of the level of social and cultural stability also showed that
Ashtabin village with a score of 0.624 had the highest rank and Totekhaneh village with a score of 0.493 had the
lowest rank. Considering the importance of social and cultural dimensions in the management and development
of sustainable tourism, determining the capacity of social reach and controlling the statistics of tourists,
increasing the skills and knowledge of protecting the patterns and cultural values of local communities by
holding training courses and workshops in tourist destinations. It is recommended to hand over the management
of tourism sector activities to the local residents of the villages.

Keywords: East Azarbaijan province, socio-cultural sustainability, tourism target villages, sustainability
indicators.
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