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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of presenting a model of the development of
money-making geography in the Iranian basketball sport. The present research method was
of mixed type. The statistical sample of the qualitative part included experts who are
knowledgeable about the subject, and in order to identify these samples, the purposeful
sampling method was used. This sampling continued until theoretical saturation was
reached and finally 13 people were identified as samples in the qualitative section. Also,
the statistical community in the quantitative part included university professors who are
knowledgeable about the subject of research, managers and experts of the Iranian
Basketball Federation, as well as some managers of professional basketball clubs. A semi-
structured questionnaire and a researcher-made questionnaire were used to collect data. In
order to analyze the data of the current research, coding and structural equation test were
used. The whole process of data analysis was done in SPSS version 20, PLS version 2 and
Maxqda version 2018 software. The results of this research showed that scientific, legal-
legal, technical, human, political and promotional variables as background conditions play
an important and key role in the development of money-making geography in Iran's
basketball sport. The results of the research also showed that the development of money-
making geography in Iran's basketball sport has sports, career and financial consequences.
According to the results of the research model, it was determined that all the relationships
in the model have a significant t coefficient (t higher than 1.96), which indicates the
significance of the influence between the relationships. Paying attention to interactions
between national and international sectors in the process of promoting basketball and
attracting investors, as well as creating insurance support for commercial activities in
basketball can play an important role in the development of the geography of money-
making in basketball in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The growing importance of financial sustainability in modern sports has led to increased attention toward
understanding the mechanisms of money generation and its geographical distribution within specific sports.
Despite various efforts to develop entrepreneurial and financial initiatives in Iran, the results have often been
unstable and fragmented. In basketball, as one of the most popular and professional team sports in the country,
there remains a critical need for a systematic and geographically grounded model for financial development.
This study aims to present a comprehensive model explaining the geography of money-making in Iranian
basketball — a concept that highlights how spatial, managerial, legal, and infrastructural factors influence
financial performance and investment opportunities across different regions of Iran.

Methodology
This research employed a mixed-method design consisting of both qualitative and quantitative approaches.

e In the qualitative phase, experts in sports management and economics were selected using purposeful
sampling. The sampling continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, leading to 13
interviews.Data were analyzed using grounded theory (Strauss & Corbin approach) through open, axial,
and selective coding stages with the help of MAXQDA 2018 software.

e In the quantitative phase, the statistical population consisted of university professors, managers and
experts of the Iranian Basketball Federation, and executives of professional basketball clubs. A total of
74 valid questionnaires were collected from an initial 105 distributed forms (response rate: 70.4%).Data
were analyzed using SPSS 20 and Smart PLS 2. Descriptive and inferential statistics, including
structural equation modeling (SEM), were applied to evaluate the validity and reliability of the model.

Findings

The qualitative findings identified six major categories (causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening
conditions, core phenomenon, strategies, and outcomes). The underlying contextual conditions that significantly
influence the development of the money-making geography in Iranian basketball were recognized as scientific,
legal-regulatory, technical, human, political, and promotional factors.

Quantitative results confirmed the validity and reliability of the proposed model. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients
ranged from 0.79 to 0.84, composite reliability values exceeded 0.80, and convergent validity indices surpassed
0.40, all indicating high model fitness. Structural equation modeling showed significant relationships among all
variables (t-values > 1.96), confirming the strength and direction of the proposed paths. The model also
demonstrated a strong goodness of fit (GOF = 0.64-0.72), reflecting its robustness.

The study further revealed that the development of money-making geography in basketball leads to sports,
occupational, and financial outcomes, significantly contributing to sustainable economic and professional growth
within the sport.

Discussion

The results emphasize the multidimensional nature of financial development in sports. The intersection of
geography, management, and economics highlights that financial growth in basketball cannot rely on a uniform
strategy but must adapt to regional, infrastructural, and institutional differences across Iran. This aligns with
previous research (e.g.,, Ahmadi, 2016) which underlined the role of regional disparities in economic
policymaking. Therefore, geographic considerations should inform policy decisions related to sports investment,
sponsorship, and infrastructure development.

Conclusion

The study concludes that recognizing and enhancing the geography of money-making in Iranian basketball can
significantly improve the sport’s financial structure and sustainability. It provides a conceptual and empirical
foundation for policymakers to design region-specific financial strategies. Fostering collaboration between
national and international organizations, promoting investor confidence, and ensuring insurance support for
commercial basketball activities can play an essential role in strengthening Iran’s sports economy. The proposed
model thus serves as a guiding framework for achieving sustainable financial development and entrepreneurship
within the basketball sector.
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