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g The Possibility Of Paying Attention To The Com-
f Culture In Architectural Basic Design Education

Afra Gharibpour¥*, Assistant Professor, School of Architecture, College of Fine Arts, University of Tehran.

Abstract

Architectural profession and education are procedures deeply based on cultural circumstances in a country. In
Iran, one of the major goals of architectural education must be educating architects who know their country and
culture well, and are able to do architecture based on cultural and local acquaintances. Architectural Basic Design
Education consisting of some courses, lasts just for three semesters, but has a very fundamental role in training
architecture students based on cultural and local acquaintances. Accordingly, educating students in relation to their
culture, must be conducted in a way that the graduated young architects can solve the regional-vernacular problems
of their country and can design generously in the cultural context. Thus, the significant question of this research
is that the current basic design curriculum in schools of architecture of Iran to what extent have the capacity of
considering the elements of culture and how it is possible to design programs considering the cultural subjects
in the context of the current curriculum. This investigation is conducted in two main steps; the first step consists
of investigating the curriculum of Basic Design Education in the undergraduate studies of architecture in Iran.
Although all architectural schools in Iran follow the undergraduate program of architecture, approbated by High
Council of Programing in Ministry of Science and Higher Educations, The main schools have the opportunity to
do some changes in their programs. Therefore, the curricula of Basic Design education in three main schools of
architecture of Iran are selected to be studied; University of Tehran (consisting of two separate curricula in two
Ateliers, 5 and 6), Shahid Beheshti University, and Iran University of Science and Technology. This investigation
shows up four different syllabi for basic design studies which are mostly so similar. Comparing these syllabi
determines twelve main subjects for basic design education which has been concerned as the main subjects for
current research. The second step is dedicated to studying the definition of ‘culture’, and the components of culture
based on ideas and notions of cultural theoreticians in Iran. According to this study, Iranian culture has three major
components which are ‘world-view and believes’, ‘history’ and ‘geography’. Each of these three components of
Iranian culture consists of different subjects which can impact architecture. So, to do architecture in correspondence
with cultural context, it is necessary to be familiar with these factors in the field of each cultural element.

In final part, the syllabi of Basic Design Education is revised based on the practical detailed syllabi of culture
which is determined according to the cultural subjects relevant to architecture. This revision is deducted through
the Delphi method, questioning eight professors of Basic Design studios. The result shows that almost in all twelve
syllabi of Basic Design Education, potential for considering the cultural components and the relevant subjects
exist. Amongst Basic Design syllabi, some have higher capacity for considering cultural subjects. Thus by a precise
editing of projects in Basic Design courses, architectural education can be formed more closely to the cultural
fundamentals.

Keywords: Architectural Education, Basic Design Syllabus, Undergraduate Studies Of Architecture, Culture,
Components Of Culture.
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