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Abstract

Libral democracy with a heterogeneous combination of individualistic liberalism and collectivist democracy and
by preferring the interests of the individual over the interests of the collective has exposed itself to several crises,
including the political crisis. This article analyzes the data with a library and survey method, as well as, with a
qualitative method and with a descriptive-analytical approach and within the frame of the “Thomas Spragens”
crisis theory and it’s trying to express that, firstly, this political system is facing a political crisis of the type of
distribution crisis [expression of disorder] of which the emergence of cartel and monopolistic parties is one of this
sings [a sign of disorder]. This crisis is the result of the conflict of interests between the declared votes (The people)
and the executive heads (The ruling elites) [the cause of disorder] and the way out of it is to reforming the political
structure of power through the declaration of the role of the elites at the head of democracy by following the
example of the power structure and especially the role and position of the “velayat-e -faghih” at the head of the
religious democracy system [solution].
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Liberal democracy, a combination of liberalism
and democracy, is marked by contradictions.
Presently, these conflicts have led to a political
crisis. The article examines the description and
expression of irregularities, factors, symptoms,
and causes of disorder. It proposes a solution to
overcome this disorder based on the model of
religious democracy and the principle of velayat
al-fagih. There are three points of agreement:
first, there is no compatibility between
liberalism and democracy; second, this
inconsistency has resulted in a conflict of
interests between the people and the elites;
third, resolving this conflict requires
minimizing the people's vote and maximizing
the executive power of the elites. One sign of
the political crisis is the emergence of cartel
parties, aiming to maintain a balanced political
system favoring the elites. The article aims to
highlight the inefficiency of liberal democracy
in addressing the political crisis and emphasizes
the need to reform the power structure by
defining the role and position of qualified elites.
This approach is referred to as religious
democracy, based on the principle of religious
authority.

Methodology

This article utilizes both library research and
survey methods, along with a qualitative
approach, employing a descriptive-analytical
framework within the context of Thomas
Spriggans' crisis theory to analyze the data.

Results and discussion

In the current political system, liberalism and
democracy are combined in a heterogeneous
and conflicting manner. In this system, the elites
lead democracy on behalf of the people, and
their rule is practical rather than declarative.
These conditions create a clash of interests
between the people's votes and the actions of the
ruling elite.

The  parties have transformed into
governmental, cartel-like, and monopolistic
entities, serving the ruling elites. Parties are
seen as tools for gaining power, and according
to some, they play a role in political pluralism.
In the West, political parties are considered

integral to liberal democratic systems.
However, some argue that parties have not fully
met the needs and expectations and are viewed
as obstacles to political pluralism.

Historically, criticisms have been raised against
the formation of political parties in France and
America. In the 19th century, factionalism, civil
society, and democracy flourished, but
skepticism towards political parties persisted.
The iron law theory of oligarchy and self-
centered political parties has been subject to
criticism. The emergence of oligarchy within
party organizations and the dominance of the
minority over the majority are seen as
inevitable.

Over time, parties become focused on their own
goals and interests. Criticisms of political
partisanship continued into the 20th century,
with proponents of democracy and mass parties.
Some parties are banned in Western
democracies.

The monopolistic role of political parties in
Western systems leads to a decrease in political
competition and diversity, as parties consolidate
power. The concentration of power in the hands
of ruling parties jeopardizes equal
opportunities. Some argue that partisanship can
escalate into civil war and suggest maintaining
competition and not accepting the dominance of
any single party.

Conclusion

In the most optimistic state, all forms and
models of secular democracy can be considered
a type of "democracy" where a group of real and
legal elites make decisions under the guise of
people's votes, leading the democracy. It is
evident that in such a system, where the head of
democracy is practical, the power structure is
not truly democratic but rather led by party
leaders and elitists.In all forms and models of
democracy, the physical rule of a few elites at
the helm of democracy is an undeniable and
inevitable reality because the masses are
incapable of performing specialized tasks. In
liberal democracy, due to the belief in the
"primacy of the individual,” the scales of justice
are consistently tilted in favor of the individual
and, in practice, in favor of individuals with
special positions and power. The collective
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interests of the people are prioritized after
individual interests. This improper
prioritization allows a minority with power and
wealth to benefit the most from this situation,
consistently placing themselves at the "head of
democracy."

Since the rule of elites is practical within the
democracy, the power structure and the nature
of the elites become two factors that create the
foundation for a conflict of interests between
the declared votes of the people and the
practical leaders, i.e., the ruling elites.

This conflict between the people and the elites
has led to a political crisis known as a
distribution crisis within the system. The
emergence of cartel parties is one of the
significant indications of this crisis in the socio-
political realm. The solution to this crisis lies in
reforming the power structure through
transparency in the leadership of democracy

and also reforming the nature of the elites by
following the example of the role and position
of the legal guardian in religious democracy. In
religious democracy, firstly, democracy adheres
to declarative principles. Secondly, in addition
to knowledge, the head of democracy possesses
moral virtues such as justice. Thirdly, the
primacy of collective rights over individual
rights, along with other factors, prevents a
conflict between the people and the head of
democracy. Political parties, with their
dynamics, are not oblivious to the stability and
strength of the political system. They perform
their specific tasks of organizing people's
demands, promoting social rationality, and
regulating social behaviors. By doing so, they
assist the head of democracy in establishing
political system stability and maintaining a
balanced state.
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