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This article examines the epistemological characteristics of metaphysics,
mathematics, and natural science in the critical philosophy of Immanuel Kant. Kant
identifies the fundamental problems of metaphysics as three central issues: the
existence and nature of God, the freedom of the human will, and the immortality of
the spiritual soul. In his time, metaphysics faced a serious crisis, as widespread
controversies and conflicting views among Western philosophers surrounded these
questions. In response to these seemingly irresolvable disputes, as well as to the
epistemological instability of mathematics and natural science brought about by the
dominance of empiricism, Kant adopts a critical approach to reason. The present study
shows that by distinguishing between analytic and synthetic judgments, as well as
between a priori and a posteriori judgments, Kant explains the possibility of
mathematics and natural science on the basis of synthetic a priori judgments, while
denying the scientific status of metaphysics. According to this analysis, mathematics
and natural science possess universality and necessity; however, these features do not
arise from direct correspondence with external reality, but rather from the a priori
structures of the knowing subject’s mind. Finally, the article demonstrates that Kant’s
Copernican Revolution presents science as dependent not primarily on external
reality, but on the a priori forms and categories of the mind.
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3. a priori

4. a posteriori
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