Journal of Socio-Cultural Changes

Volume 22, Issue 4 (Serial No. 89), Winter 2026

ISSN: 2008-1480
https: https://journal.khalkhal.iau.ir/

>

¢
2

Type of Article (Research Article)

Developing A Community-Based Sustainable Development Model For
The Makran Coast: Rethinking The Relationship Between Community

And Policymaking

Abdolsallam Mahdi Pour: Department of Sociology, Kha.C., Islamic Azad University, Khalkhal, Iran
*Mehrdad Mohammadian: Department of Sociology, Kha.C., Islamic Azad University, Khalkhal, Iran
Morteza Farajian: Department of Sociology, PaM.C., Islamic Azad University, Pars Abad Moghan, Iran

Article Einfo
Received: 2024/11/12
Accepted: 2026/01/29
pp. 23-36

Keywords:
Community-Based Approach
Sustainable Development
Makran Coast

Policymaking

Abstract

This study aims to develop a community-based sustainable development
model for the Makran coastal region by redefining the relationship between
local communities and development policymaking. Despite possessing
significant geopolitical, geo-economic, and cultural potentials, the Makran
coast faces structural challenges, including inadequate development
infrastructure, social disparities, and inconsistencies in macro-level policy
frameworks. Employing a quantitative, survey-based research design, the
study examines the relationships among key components such as public
participation, social capital, local empowerment, regional capacities, and the
degree of alignment between development policies and indigenous needs. The
statistical population comprises managers, experts, economic actors, and
representatives of local institutions in the provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan
and Hormozgan, with a sample size of 384 respondents determined using
Cochran’s formula. Data were collected through a researcher-developed
questionnaire based on a five-point Likert scale and analyzed using structural
equation modeling (SEM) in AMOS software. The findings indicate that
community participation, regional empowerment, and the alignment of
development policies with local needs exert positive and statistically
significant effects on the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development (p < 0.001). Furthermore, support for indigenous
industries and the conservation of natural ecosystems play a significant role
in enhancing regional development indicators. Specifically, achieving
sustainable development in the Makran region necessitates a transition from
centralized, top-down approaches toward community-based policymaking,
alongside strengthening institutional linkages between local and national
levels. The proposed conceptual model provides an effective framework for
regional planning and sustainable policymaking in Iran’s coastal regions.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Sustainable development in coastal regions, particularly in strategically significant yet underdeveloped
areas, requires a fundamental rethinking of prevailing policy frameworks and a shift away from centralized,
project-driven approaches toward community-oriented models. Empirical evidence from both global and
regional contexts indicates that development strategies focused primarily on physical infrastructure and
economic growth, without adequate consideration of social structures, local capacities, and ecological
constraints, often lead to spatial inequality and environmental degradation rather than long-term
sustainability. The Makran coastal region, despite its strategic geopolitical position, rich natural resources,
and diverse economic potential, has largely been subject to top-down development policies that
insufficiently engage local communities in decision-making processes. Such approaches have limited the
effectiveness and durability of development interventions. In this context, community-oriented development
emerges as a critical conceptual and operational framework that enables the redefinition of the relationship
between local communities and development policy. This study therefore seeks to formulate a community-
based model of sustainable development for the Makran coasts by examining the interconnections between
social participation, social capital, local empowerment, and regional policy mechanisms.

Methodology

This research adopts a quantitative, survey-based approach grounded in a conceptual framework that
integrates social, institutional, and policy dimensions of sustainable development. The statistical population
comprises local managers, policy experts, economic actors, and representatives of civil society organizations
active in the Makran coastal region. A multi-stage cluster sampling method was employed across selected
coastal cities. Data were collected through a researcher-designed questionnaire using a Likert scale, the
validity and reliability of which were confirmed through standard statistical procedures. Data analysis was
conducted using descriptive and inferential techniques, with particular emphasis on structural equation
modeling to identify causal relationships among the study variables and to assess the relative influence of
each factor on sustainable development outcomes. This methodological approach provides a data-driven
and empirically robust basis for regional development policy formulation.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that sustainable development in the Makran coastal region exhibits a multidimensional
and network-based structure and is significantly influenced by social and institutional factors. Community
participation, social capital, and endogenous regional capacities were identified as fundamental
determinants of sustainable development, exerting substantial effects on economic, social, and
environmental outcomes. The results demonstrate that higher levels of social participation and institutional
trust are associated with increased policy effectiveness and stronger sustainability performance. Moreover,
local empowerment and targeted educational mechanisms function as mediating variables that strengthen
the link between policy interventions and development outcomes. Conversely, misalignment between
macro-level policies and local needs was found to be a key factor undermining the effectiveness of
development initiatives in the regionThe results of this study suggest that achieving sustainable development
in the Makran coastal region requires a reconfiguration of the relationship between local communities and
the policy-making system, in which communities move from being passive recipients of development
interventions to active agents in shaping development trajectories. The proposed community-oriented model
is premised on the notion that sustainability is not primarily achieved through external resource injection,
but rather through the activation of local capacities and the alignment of policies with the socio-spatial logic
of place. Within this framework, social capital, participatory governance, and local empowerment operate
as critical intangible infrastructures of development, without which even large-scale investments are likely
to yield unsustainable outcomes. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that the transition toward sustainable
development in the Makran coastal region is less a technical or economic challenge than a social and
institutional one, necessitating a paradigm shift in regional development policy. Such a shift holds the
potential to position the Makran coasts as a transferable model for sustainable coastal development in other
regions of Iran.
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