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Abstract

Electoral oversight institutions play a fundamental role in ensuring political integrity and maintaining
the legitimacy of democratic systems. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, electoral supervision is rooted in
Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and acts as a socio-political institution aimed at safeguarding public will and
electoral justice. In contrast, in the United States, election oversight is based on liberal philosophy and
the doctrine of separation of powers, functioning primarily as a mechanism for institutional control and
party competition. Using a comparative and analytical-descriptive method, this study examines the
conceptual and functional evolution of oversight institutions in Iran and the United States. The findings
reveal that in Iran, the principles of social figh establish a connection between supervision, justice, and
public trust, thereby strengthening the religious and social legitimacy of elections. Conversely, in the

United States, the liberal philosophy of supervision focuses mainly on procedural integrity, with limited
linkage to ethical or social foundations. Accordingly, the study concludes that electoral oversight
grounded in social figh offers a more comprehensive framework for ensuring fairness, transparency, and
public confidence in electoral processes.

Keywords: Social Figh, Electoral Supervision, Liberal Philosophy, Oversight Institutions, Public Trust,
Political Justice
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