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Evaluating the Translation Quality of the Sermon of Shaqshaqiyyah from Nahj al-
Balagha Based on Carmen Garcés’ Model: A Comparative Study of the Translations

by Shahidi and Dashti
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Abstract:

The Sermon of Shagshaqiyya, as one of the most important and impassioned
sermons in Nahj al-Balagha, has always attracted the attention of translators and
researchers. The present study aims to critique and evaluate the lexical choices in
the translations of this sermon by Seyyed Jafar Shahidi and Mohammad Dashti
based on the semantic-lexical level of Carmen Garcés' model. In this research,
Carmen Garcés' model, designed across four levels (semantic-lexical, syntactic-
morphological, discoursal-functional, and stylistic-pragmatic), was selected due to
its applicability to literary texts. Using a descriptive-analytical and statistical
method, the two translations of the Sermon of Shagshaqiyya from Nahj al-Balagha
by Dashti and Shahidi are compared. The statistical population of the study is the
entire Arabic text of the Sermon of Shagshaqiyya and its Persian translations. From
this population, using systematic sampling (selecting one sentence from every ten
sentences), a statistical sample consisting of Y-propositions ( )opairs of
translation-source text) was selected. The research tool was a researcher-made
checklist based on the four components of Garcés' model, whose content validity
was confirmed by three expert professors in Arabic language and literature and
translation, and its reliability was calculated and confirmed using intra-coder
agreement (Cohen's kappa = -/AV). For this purpose, first, Garcés' theory is briefly
introduced, and then its applicable aspects are presented considering linguistic and
extra-linguistic criteria. Extracted examples from the mentioned translations are
listed separately and in detail under distinct headings. The most important findings
of this study, which was written using an analytical-descriptive method and for
which data were collected and analyzed using evaluation sheets based on Garcés'
model (data were collected using the aforementioned checklist and analyzed with
descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage) and inferential statistics (Chi-square
test to compare the distribution of strategies) in SPSS software version Y#), indicate
that both translations have strengths and weaknesses: Shahidi's translation, while
preserving the literary style and conciseness of the sermon, sometimes
compromises content fidelity, whereas Dashti's translation, with greater accuracy
in conveying religious and historical concepts, has somewhat distanced itself from
the literary eloquence of the original text. This study ultimately offers suggestions
for improving existing translations and principles for translating similar texts.
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