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Chronograms as Records of Preserving the Historical and Cultural
Memory of Kurdistan
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Department of Persian Language and Literature, Varamin-Pishva
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Varamin, Tehran, Iran.
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Islamic Azad University, Varamin, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

The literary device of madda-tarikh (chronogram) is one of the
forgotten rhetorical arts, rooted in the disjointed letters of the Qur’an.
This figure of speech appears to have been employed from the very
beginnings of Persian poetry and was used to record historical,
cultural, and social events. Beyond serving as a precise tool for
documenting occurrences such as the accession of rulers, the death
of prominent figures, births, and the construction of monuments, the
art of chronogram-making simultaneously functioned as a medium
for articulating cultural, ethical, and ideological values. This article,
through an examination of mavad al-tawarikh (chronogrammatic)
verses based on the abjad numerical system—within the literary-
historical tradition of Kurdistan, demonstrates how such poems
contributed to legitimizing local powers, offering moral judgments
on events, and preserving collective identity. The study is conducted
through text-centered analysis combined with literary semiotics.
Calculations of abjad phrases, investigation of methods of inclusion
and omission in chronogram-making, and analysis of the structure of
dated verses in divans and historical texts—focusing on Kurdish
poets such as Ronaq Sanandaji, Haw1 Ardalan, Afsar Kurdistani, and
Mastura Kurdistani-form the core framework of this research.
Furthermore, the collected data are correlated with the political and
social transformations of the Qajar period in Sanandaj.The findings
reveal that these mavad al-tawarikh, in addition to serving as
instruments for recording the history of Kurdistan, operated as
cultural and political media: on the one hand reinforcing the
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collective memory and identity of the Kurdish people, and on the
other hand legitimizing local authorities and reflecting social

transformations.

Keywords: history, culture, mavad al-tawarikh (chronograms),
Kurdistan, semiotics



