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Abstract

Neurocybernetic manipulation refers to direct interventions in the brain’s neural processes through
cybernetic technologies. These may include transcranial magnetic stimulation, deep brain
stimulation, or brain-computer interfaces, designed to alter an individual’s cognitive or behavioral
functions. Such technologies raise profound questions regarding mental determinism. If a criminal
act results from external stimulation and direct brain manipulation, can the individual still be
considered to possess free will in committing it? These ambiguities fundamentally challenge the
traditional concept of free will, long regarded as the cornerstone of criminal responsibility. Another
major concern is the causality crisis. Legal systems require a causal relationship between the act and
the individual’s intent in order to establish responsibility. Yet, in cases of neurocybernetic
manipulation, causality becomes problematic. Is the true cause of the criminal act the manipulated
brain, or the external technology that initiated the stimulation? Such dilemmas complicate the
attribution of liability and necessitate a re-examination of conventional doctrines of causation in
criminal law. The findings of this research suggest that essential legal and philosophical concepts—
free will, mental determinism, causality, and criminal responsibility—must be reconsidered in the
light of direct brain interventions. This reconsideration may inevitably result in either non-
responsibility or at least a mitigation of liability when criminal conduct arises from manipulated
neural processes. Ultimately, the study, employing a descriptive-analytical method, aims to examine
the challenges posed by these emerging technologies and to propose innovative approaches for
addressing their impact on the determination of criminal responsibility.
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Causality
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