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Discourse analysis of Nahjul-Balagha, Sermon 138,

Asre-Dhuhur, based on John Searle's speech act theory.
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Abstract

This text examines the role of language in human understanding and
communication, and by referring to the views of various philosophers such as Kant,
John Searle, and Hume, emphasizes that language is not separate from human
knowledge and mind. Because much knowledge is born from language, and the
expressions of awareness of this infinite truth provide the basis for the knowledge of
God and existence for human happiness and perfection. Insight, awareness, logical and
rational sensory experience of the functions of language are the turning point of man in
the position of perfection. This kind of ability and power to perceive the phenomena of
existence is the process of interpretation, all knowledge requires language to express
its concepts. Without it, the mind is just like a mirror that displays images without
meaning. This article also points out the power of language to influence society and
describes it as a tool to justify or deceive people. Then, by examining religious,
philosophical, historical, psychological, and social teachings, he shows how language
has shaped and developed the cultural structure of societies. The secret of John Searle's
success in discovering the various forms of discourse This is why he believes that only
by perceiving speech, whose forms in the mind of every human being are the
expression and description of a self-image or self-consciousness, is it capable of
adapting to experiences. Parts of Nahj al-Balagha are also analyzed to explain the
relationship between the speech of Imam Ali (AS) and the speech theories of John
Searle. Ultimately, we have concluded that a deep understanding of language will lead
to a better understanding of the individual, society, and human issues.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha — John Searle — Discourse analysis — Speech act — The dawn
of the age.
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