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This article examines the distribution and thematic patterns of tombstone
motifs from the medieval Islamic period in Iran based on a library-based
research approach. According to the available sources and the geographical
characteristics of the studied provinces, the authors define the research
regions as follows: the south (Fars Province), the southwest (Khuzestan
Province), the west (Lorestan, Ilam, Kermanshah, and Hamadan provinces),
and the central region (Isfahan and Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces).
The main focus of the study is the typological classification of human,
animal, vegetal, object-related, and religious or ritual symbols, which are also
presented in tabulated form. The findings are based on identifying similarities
and differences among ethnic groups across the studied regions, interpreted
through patterns of subsistence strategies and religious beliefs. The primary
objective of this research is to understand the mental constructs and
worldviews of communities living in different geographical contexts and to
demonstrate that funerary motifs are influenced by local populations
inhabiting these regions. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance
of a holistic analytical perspective and cautions against attributing specific
motifs exclusively to particular regions.
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Demant Mortensen, 1. (2010). Luristani pictorial
tombstones: Studies in nomadic cemeteries from
Northern Luristan, Iran. Leuven: Peeters. (Acta
Iranica, Series in cooperation with the
Encyclopaedia Iranica).
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