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Abstract

Introduction: Compensation for damages suffered by civilian populations during armed conflicts
constitutes one of the most fundamental challenges in contemporary public law and international
humanitarian law, as the consequences of military operations are not confined to the battlefield but
directly affect the life, property, security, and human dignity of civilians. In such circumstances,
affected citizens generally lack the individual capacity to obtain adequate reparation for material and
moral damages and therefore depend on state responsibility and legal mechanisms for redress.
Within the Iranian legal system, this issue acquires particular significance in light of the historical
experience of the imposed war and the persistence of recent military and security threats. The central
question of this research is whether the existing legal frameworks in Iran possess the capacity to
ensure full, fair, and effective compensation for damages arising from armed attacks.
Methodology: This research employs a descriptive—analytical approach, utilizing library-based
sources. It analyzes Iran’s Constitution-especially provisions protecting life, property, and citizens’
rights-the Civil Liability Act, domestic laws on war damages, relevant jurisprudence, and applicable
international humanitarian law. A comparative analysis is also used to evaluate the alignment
between Iranian legal mechanisms and international standards, identifying both normative capacities
and practical gaps in the compensation process for civilians in armed conflict.

Findings:The study reveals that Iran's legal system has solid jurisprudential and normative
foundations for protecting civilians in conflict, based on constitutional duties, civil liability rules,
and principles like "no-harm" and state liability. However, major practical gaps exist, including the
lack of a dedicated war damages compensation law, inconsistent judicial rulings, lengthy procedures,
and financial limitations, which together hinder effective and fair reparations.

Conclusion: The research finds that while Iran's legal framework theoretically supports
civilians affected by armed conflict, meaningful restorative justice requires significant
institutional and legislative reform. Key steps include enacting specialized compensation
laws, creating dedicated institutions, improving citizen access to redress mechanisms, and
aligning domestic regulations with international humanitarian standards to ensure effective
and fair reparations for victims.
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