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To study genetic variation in seed germination and initial growth
among 51 accessions of eight Thymus species, a completely
randomized design with three replications was conducted at the
Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands. Measured
characteristics included the germination percentage, radicle and
plumule lengths of seedlings, mean germination time, germination
rate, seedling dry weight, seed vigor index in the laboratory, and
plant dry weight in the field. The results showed significant
differences between accessions for all traits. The results showed that
the radical and plumule lengths of seedlings, seedling dry weight,
and seed vigor index from seeds at different altitudes were
significantly different, with higher values recorded at lower
elevations. The results indicated that the germination percentage was
higher at elevated locations. Additionally, the study found that the
weight of 1,000 seeds, germination rates, and initial growth did not
influence the dry weight of plants in the field. Overall, the findings
revealed significant differences among the samples studied,
highlighting a high diversity in seed characteristics.
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