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The Aesthetics of Silence and Brevity in Khayyam’s Rubaiyat
Abstract

Khayyam’s Rubaiyat, as the most compact poetic structure in Persian
literature, represents the intersection of ‘“philosophical wisdom” and
“artistic brevity.” Despite numerous studies concerning Khayyam’s
thoughts, the aesthetic function of “silence” and its connection to the short
form of his poetry have been less explored. Aiming to bridge this gap, the
present study employs a descriptive-analytical method and library
resources to elucidate how brevity and silence evolve into a rhetorical and
aesthetic strategy in Khayyam’s Rubaiyat. The findings indicate that
brevity in Khayyam’s poetry is not merely a literary device, but a structural
reflection of his worldview regarding the “brevity of life’s opportunity”
and the “rapidity of decline.” Analyses across four axes—structure,
ontology, the “Pottery Poems” (Kuze-Nameha), and denial—revealed that
silence in this corpus possesses multiple layers, including “epistemological
silence” regarding the mystery of creation and “ontological silence” in the
face of death. Furthermore, in the “Pottery Poems,” the silence of objects
transforms into a language to narrate the fate of predecessors.
Consequently, Khayyam’s aesthetics is one of “omission” and “reduction’;
an approach that, by stripping away verbal superfluities, places the
audience immediately before the naked and bewildering truth of existence.

Keywords: Omar Khayyam, Aesthetics, Brevity, Silence, Rubaiyat.
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