Journal of Islamic Wisdom and Law
Publisher: Islamic Azad University of Najafabad N\ €

Vol. 2, No. 3, 2025
E-ISSN: 3092-6653 "
Sanad.iau.ir/journal/iwl TAUN

Doi: 10.71844/iwl.2024.1226218

Original Paper

Article History:

Received: 29 October 2025
Revised: 30 November 2025
Accepted: 23 December 2025
Published Online: 22 June 2025

Hermeneutic Narrative of the Trigger Mechanism in the Context of
Structuralism

Afshin Maddah? (Corresponding Author), Fatemeh Binazadeh?
1. Department of Law, Karaj C., Islamic Azad University, Karaj, Iran.
E-Mail: afshinmaddah66@gmail.com
2. Department of Law, Karaj C., Islamic Azad University, Karaj, Iran.
Abstract
Background and Objective: The present study, focusing on the critical analysis of the "trigger mechanism" in
international law, seeks to explain the multifaceted and challenging nature of this mechanism in the context of
the contemporary international system. The main objective is to identify the link between power structure,
legal interpretations, and their mutual influence on the legitimacy and effectiveness of this mechanism.
Method: The study was conducted with an interdisciplinary approach and a combination of hermeneutic and
structuralist approaches. In the hermeneutic dimension, the analysis of legal texts and related international
documents was carried out with respect to the horizon of interpreters' expectations, and in the structuralist
dimension, power relations and mechanisms of domination were examined in determining the actual
functioning of this mechanism.
Findings: The results show that the trigger mechanism is not a purely legal and predictable tool, but a flexible
mechanism that depends on the balance of power among international actors. In the case study of Iran, this
tool has exacerbated distrust, structural inequality, and political exploitation of international law, rather than
ensuring security and justice.
Conclusion: A realistic understanding of the trigger mechanism requires simultaneous attention to “semantic
hermeneutics” and “power-based structuralism.” Within this framework, solutions such as strengthening
multilateral diplomacy, reviewing dispute resolution institutions, and expanding the discourse of structural
justice are proposed to achieve a more just global legal system.
Keywords: Trigger mechanism, legal hermeneutics, structuralism, interpretation of international law,
structural justice.
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