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Abstract

This study examines the concept of family presidency in Iranian law and the five Islamic
schools of thought (madhahib khamsa) while conducting a comparative analysis of these two
legal systems. The family, as the most fundamental social institution, has garnered significant
attention across various cultures and legal frameworks, with the presidency over this institution
being a subject of extensive debate and scrutiny in numerous laws. In Iranian law, family
presidency is assigned to men based on verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa and Article 1105 of the Civil
Code; however, this authority is constrained by specific duties and responsibilities that men must
fulfill toward their family and spouse. The primary objective of this research is to conduct a
comparative study of family presidency in Iranian law and the madhahib khamsa. The main
research question is: What are the characteristics and limits of family presidency in Iranian law
and the madhahib khamsa? Furthermore, the primary hypothesis posits that, in Iranian family
law, a man's qgiwamah (guardianship) over a woman constitutes a duty rather than a privilege or
supremacy, essentially obligating men to effort and diligence. This study is applied in nature and
employs a descriptive-analytical method to describe and interpret existing conditions. Data has
been gathered through library research and the examination of credible sources. A key
innovation of this research lies in the fact that no prior domestic or international study has
specifically addressed the comparative analysis of family presidency in Iranian law and the
madhahib khamsa, thereby marking this study as novel. The madhahib khamsa also exhibit
divergent interpretations of this concept, which this research explores and compares. The study
aims to identify the commonalities and differences between Iranian law and the madhahib
khamsa, offering practical insights for a deeper understanding of the concepts of presidency and
qiwamah. To this end, the notion of presidency, along with the responsibilities and rights of men
within the family, is analyzed across each school of thought, while contemporary social and
legal developments are also considered. This research can contribute to a better elucidation of

the legal principles and foundations of family presidency in Islamic societies.
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