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Agriculture is one of the important sectors in the country's economy that has great
potential and actual capacities. This activity has long been the cause of economic
prosperity in villages and a means of livelihood for villagers. Perhaps the jobs of
most village residents were and are based on land exploitation. The present article
aims to identify the challenges facing the agricultural sector of Shaft County,
classify them and evaluate them in line with sustainable development. It is hoped
that managers will be drawn to the existing challenges and an appropriate solution
will be adopted to achieve sustainable development. The type of research is applied,
the method used is descriptive-analytical, and data was collected using documentary
sources and field studies (the opinions of local managers and respected farmers).
The sample population was 20 villages out of a total of 94 villages in Shaft County,
and a questionnaire (387) was used for field surveys.Shaft County has two
section,Ahmad Sargorab and Markazi, Ahmad Sargorab has two districts: Ahmad
Sargorab and Chobar, and Markazi has two districts: Jirdeh and Molasara, which
have a total of 94 inhabited villages.The main challenges of the agricultural sector
in the city are limited to agriculture, tea cultivation, livestock, beekeeping, rose
cultivation, fish farming, and the nougat sector. Using the factor analysis technique,
the most important factors were identified and categorized into five categories of
physical, economic, socio-cultural, environmental, and managerial challenges.
Then, it was determined that the unprofitability of production is the most important
economic challenge and poverty among farmers is the most important socio-cultural
challenge. Economic challenges had the greatest impact in the village of Kish
Khaleh and the least impact in the village of Chekosar. Socio-cultural challenges
had the greatest impact in the village of Gildeh and the least impact in the village of
Sefidmezgi. From the summary of the materials, it was determined that the
economic and social challenges of the agricultural sector had the greatest impact in
the village of Kish Khaleh and the least impact on the village of Chekosar.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction

The rural areas of Shaft County, due to their
beautiful natural landscapes, have always been
welcoming to many immigrants and non-native
tourists. In recent years, these areas have been
faced with the arrival of non-natives and the
purchase of villa houses or agricultural lands,
and have undergone many changes, especially
in the agricultural  sector.  Sustainable
agricultural development in Shaft County, like
most parts of the province, in addition to global
challenges, also faces other challenges,
including severe erosion of soil resources, waste
and lack of proper utilization of surface and
groundwater  resources, destruction  of
vegetation and unprincipled use of natural
resources, high levels of agricultural product
waste, unemployment in rural areas, duality in
the structure of urban and rural areas, lack of
rural development management, investment
security in production sectors, as well as the sale
of agricultural lands and gardens, new

Methodology

The present research is applied in terms of its
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
its nature and method of work. The information
required for this research has been collected
through two methods: documentary and field
studies. Information related to the background
and history of the subject, theoretical framework
and scope of the research has been collected
through documentary methods and field studies
in the form of observation, interview and
questionnaire tools have been used to identify
the the socio-economic challenges of the
agricultural sector in line with sustainable
development. The statistical population of this
research is all the villages of Shaft County that
are active in the field of agriculture. Shaft
County has a total of 94 inhabited villages. 20
villages out of a total of 94 villages have been
selected for the study. For the selection, an
attempt has been made to consider villages with
different topography in each rural district,
taking into account dispersion and population.
The information required for this research has
been collected from the 20 selected villages
using a questionnaire tool (387). To determine
the content validity of the research
questionnaire, the judgment of experts and

Results and Discussion

The agricultural sector in rural areas is one of
the most important and effective sectors for
achieving development, which is interconnected

construction, creating class gaps between
villagers and immigrants, etc. And these issues
themselves can prevent the achievement of
sustainable development in rural areas.
Therefore, any planning regarding this matter
can be very effective for the villagers of this
county and other counties in the province and
even the country. Since planning is based on
studies, it seems necessary to first identify and
understand the challenges of the agricultural
sector by carefully studying the villages of the
county so that an appropriate solution can be
presented in the future to resolve them and
achieve sustainable development. Accordingly,
the present article aims to identify the socio-
economic challenges of the agricultural sector in
line with sustainable development and to answer
the main question: What are the most important
socio-economic challenges of the agricultural
sector in the villages of Shaft County in line
with sustainable development?

experts was used, which was approved with
changes in the appearance of the questionnaire,
the face validity and content validity of the
research questionnaire, and Cronbach's alpha
test will be used to examine the reliability of the
questionnaire.  For  this  purpose, 30
questionnaires were randomly completed and
pre-tested in the study area and their reliability
coefficient was calculated. The obtained
coefficient (0.764) indicates the reliability of the
questionnaire and allows us to continue working
with the designed questionnaire. It is clear that
the proximity of the Cronbach's alpha
coefficient to one indicates greater internal
correlation  between the questions and,
consequently, the result will be more
homogeneous and stable, and the information
collected through the questionnaire can be
trusted. After examining the validity and
reliability of the questionnaires, information
was collected. The information collected in line
with the objectives of the article was analyzed
in the form of tables and graphs and statistical
techniques using Excel and Spss software and
depicted in the form of maps using AutoCAD
and GIS.

with sustainable development and directly
affects the type and quality of life of villagers.
Strengthening this sector, which includes



different activities in different villages, paves
the way for achieving sustainable development
in villages, and this is not possible without
identifying the challenges and problems existing
in the agricultural sector of villages. By
identifying the challenges of the agricultural
sector, we will be able to find the most effective
and least effective challenges on the path to
sustainable development and, by assessing the
basic challenges, try to resolve them. The
present study was carried out in several main
steps with the aim of identifying Economic and
social challenges of the agricultural sector in
line with sustainable development. In this study,
an attempt has been made to identify the major
agricultural activities of the county with the help
of field studies and completing a questionnaire
from the respected villagers and farmers of the
studied villages (20 selected villages in Shaft
county). Based on field surveys, the major
activities of the studied villages included
agriculture, animal husbandry, horticulture
including tea and tree planting, nougat farming,
and fish farming. Then, the challenges of each
sector have been identified and grouped. At this
stage, 138 major challenges were identified in
the aforementioned sectors, which were used
due to their multiplicity using factor analysis
techniques. Based on the results, 45 factors were
identified and classified into 5 groups of
physical, economic, environmental, socio-
cultural and managerial challenges.

Economic challenges include uneconomical
production, lack of infrastructure capital in
agriculture, increasing prices of agricultural
lands, limited investment opportunities in
agriculture, lack of guaranteed purchase of
agricultural products, price fluctuations of
agricultural products, high cost of agricultural
technology, inappropriate  marketing  of
agricultural products, and high waste of
agricultural products. Based on the results, the

Conclusion

The results of the research showed that the
challenges of the agricultural sector in the
direction of sustainable development are in 5
groups: physical, economic, environmental,
socio-cultural and management challenges. The
most important economic challenges are the
unprofitability of production and the socio-
cultural challenges are poverty among farmers.
According to the villages studied, economic
challenges had the greatest impact in the village
of Kish Khaleh and the least impact in the

Analysis of the Role of Tourism Policies in Increasing ...

uneconomical production with an average of
4.85 and the high cost of agricultural technology
with an average of 4.27, and the inappropriate
marketing of agricultural products with an
average of 4.22 are the most important
economic challenges.

Socio-cultural challenges include the shortage
of labor in the agricultural sector, the shortage
of specialized personnel in the field of
agriculture, the lack of job opportunities in the
agricultural sector, poverty among farmers, the
aging of the agricultural working population, the
unwillingness of young people to work in the
agricultural sector, the unwillingness of women
to work in agricultural activities, the low
motivation of graduates to work in the
agricultural sector, the desire to sell agricultural
land, the lack of awareness of modern
cultivation methods, and the lack of use of
appropriate cultivation patterns. Based on the
results, poverty among farmers with an average
of 4.98 and the aging of the agricultural working
population with an average of 4.96, and the
unwillingness of young people to work in the
agricultural sector with an average of 4.95 are
the most important socio-cultural challenges.

Finally, the results have been analyzed
separately for the villages studied. The results
show that economic challenges have the greatest
impact in Kish Khaleh village and the least
impact in Chekosar village, and socio-cultural
challenges have the greatest impact in Gildeh
village and the least impact in Sefidmezgi
village. Overall, the economic and social
challenges of the agricultural sector have the
greatest impact in Kish Khaleh village and the
least impact in Chekosar village. It should be
noted that in order to achieve sustainable
development, planning should first be carried
out in villages that have more challenges than
other villages.

village of Chekosar, and socio-cultural
challenges had the greatest impact in the village
of Gildeh and the least impact in the village of
Sefid Mezgi. It can also be claimed that the
economic and social challenges of the
agricultural sector had the greatest impact in the
village of Kish Khaleh and the least impact on
the village of Chekosar.
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