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1) Fairclough, Norman, Language and power, London: Langman Group
UK Limited1995.
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Critical Discourse in the Independent Poetic Images of the Epic Jamal o
Jalal by Mohammad Nazelabadi Based on Norman Fairclough’s Theory
Abstract

The epic Jamal o Jalal, composed by Mohammad Nazlabadi, is one of the
prominent lyrical-didactic works of the eighth and ninth centuries AH.
With relatively simple language, symbolic expression, and mystical—
romantic themes, it narrates the story of Prince Jalal’s love for Jamal,
the daughter of the king of the fairies. This poem is written in the meter
bahr-e khafif and, despite its limited fame, contains numerous social,
ethical, and philosophical motifs.The present study, conducted through a
descriptive—analytical method and based on library research, investigates
the independent poetic images in this work using Norman Fairclough’s
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Independent images are those verses
that, through a self-contained linguistic structure, convey complete
meaning and—beyond their aesthetic function—carry underlying
discourses and ideologies. This research examines linguistic elements,
binary oppositions, visual codes, and conceptual metaphors to reveal
deeper layers of meaning, power, identity, and social representation
within the text. The findings show that the poet, by employing mythic
narrative, allegorical language, and a poetic form, not only constructs an
Imaginative and romantic world but also reflects the mystical viewpoints,
power structures, and cultural discourses of his time. Thus, the poem can
be regarded as an example of critical discourse embedded within the
framework of lyrical literature
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