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A Meta-Synthesis Model of the Dimensions and Consequences of the
Hidden Curriculum among Students

Neda Khodakaramian Gilan', Mohammadreza Heshmatiz, Mohsen Niazi3, Ali
Farhadian®

Abstract

School culture has become a central concept in many cases to change the way schools operate
and improve academic outcomes. One of the informal factors affecting school culture is the
hidden curriculum. Schools prepare children for entry into the workforce and society in
general, so schools are often seen as a safe space for thinking about expectations and
exploring boundaries. The purpose of this study is to present a comprehensive and systematic
model of the components and consequences of the hidden curriculum in schools. The research
method in this study was qualitative and a type of meta-study called "meta-synthesis" which
used a library method to collect data. To conduct this research, after designing research
questions, a systematic search was conducted based on related keywords of the hidden
curriculum, schools, dimensions, and consequences in reputable domestic scientific research
journals from 2011 to 2021. The results of the analysis of 25 primary articles identified 4
dimensions and 4 consequences in the hidden curriculum that were identified in domestic
research and based on these dimensions, the final integrated model was presented and
validated. The dimensions of the hidden curriculum are behaviors, social environment, school
space, and program relationships, and on the other hand, the consequences of the hidden
curriculum are individual, psychological, social, cultural, and managerial.

Keywords: social education, hidden curriculum, consequences, students, meta-synthesis.
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