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Sein-zum-Tode, presence, Angst, Death-awareness, and Orient-
Consciousness

Mehdi Fadaei Mehrbanit
Abstarct

Fear-Consciousness, Death-Consciousness, and West-Consciousness are three
existential moods (Stimmungen), and thus three distinct modes of being-in-the-
world, each bringing forth its own unique understanding for human existence.
Although Fear-Consciousness is fundamentally an existentialist concept rooted in
the thought of the 19th-century Danish philosopher Seren Kierkegaard, it was later
expanded by philosophers such as Martin Heidegger and Jean-Paul Sartre. At its
core, Fear-Consciousness denotes a state of being intrinsically linked to Death-
Consciousness, culminating in a being-toward-death—a mode of existence anchored
in mortality. Henry Corbin (the French philosopher and Iranologist) offered a
distinctive interpretation of these two concepts through the lens of Shi‘i philosophy,
further explicating them in relation to the Illuminationist (Ishraqi) notion of West-
Consciousness. For Corbin, West-Consciousness likewise constitutes a mode of
being-within-the-world that opens specific epistemic possibilities for human
understanding. In this article, we aim to elucidate the interrelations among these
three concepts in Corbin’s philosophy.

Keyword: Sein-zum-Tode, presence, Angst, Death-awareness, and Orient-
Consciousness
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