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Abstract

The emergence of the Tudeh Party marked a new phase in the history of Iran’s subaltern movements.
Aiming to engage diverse social groups across the country, including the northern regions, the party
also sought to integrate marginalized populations, particularly women. Women’s recruitment into the
Tudeh Party has remained a significant and contested topic in both party studies and the
historiography of Iranian women.In Mazandaran, the provincial branch of the Tudeh Party succeeded
in attracting both local and migrant women supporters. However, the dynamics of women’s
membership in this region displayed distinct characteristics. Despite limited available sources,
examining the life and political experience of Razieh Ebrahimzadeh — one of the leading female
members of the Mazandaran branch — provides valuable insight into women’s political participation
during this period .Using a descriptive-analytical approach and drawing on archival materials,
memoirs, and brief interviews, this study reconstructs a neglected chapter in the history of women in
northern Iran.
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Introduction

After September 1941 and the fall of Reza Shah, Iran entered a period of political openness. The
relative freedom of political prisoners and the presence of Allied forces paved the way for the growth
of political parties and political activity across the country. During this period, numerous small and
large parties with diverse ideological orientations emerged throughout Iran and became active. A
notable feature of this era was the expansion of party activities in provincial towns outside the capital,
which was of special importance to political elites (Tabari, 1988: 59). During these years, due to the
political and military dominance of the court in Tehran, some political activities shifted to other
provinces and towns, where political parties adapted to the class structure and political culture of local
communities.

Between 1941 and 1946, Iran experienced economic transformations and an acceleration of
capitalist structures. These developments provoked varied responses among different social strata and
contributed to the emergence of parties with diverse orientations. Mazandaran, due to its class
transformations and the emergence of new groups such as industrial workers — whose appearance
resulted from the economic reforms of the First Pahlavi Era — became one of the arenas of local party
activity. The Tudeh Party, the most prominent radical party of the time, succeeded in expanding its
branches across provinces and attracting various segments of society. The role of the Soviet consulate
in northern cities, including Sari, was significant in strengthening the Tudeh Party’s activities in
Mazandaran (Sakma, 1602/290, p. 2.(

Although women had participated in political activities since the Constitutional Revolution, they
had never been officially recognized in Iran’s political struggles. Drawing on feminist ideas from
Soviet communist women, the Tudeh Party incorporated women into political activism. After
September 1941, women in Tehran and later in provincial towns joined the party’s members, militants,
and supporters (Firuz, 1993, Introduction). In Mazandaran, although information on prominent women
is limited, cases such as Razieh Ebrahimzadeh exemplify active women within the Tudeh Party and
serve as useful points of analysis.

Recruiting women into the Tudeh Party of Mazandaran faced several challenges. The lack of
information about these women may reflect restrictions on their activities or the absence of systematic
documentation. Among the active women, Fatemeh Shirzad, Nikzad, Mansoureh Keyvanlou, and
Razieh Ebrahimzadeh were notable. Fatemeh Shirzad, a worker at the Chalous silk-weaving factory
and of Caucasian immigrant background, helped transform certain localities into centers of opposition
to the party through her radical actions. Razieh Ebrahimzadeh, a senior worker (forewoman) at the
Shahi textile factory, along with her husband and other party leaders, organized a group of workers
and played a crucial role in guiding them (Eskandari, 1993: 486).

During this period, Mazandaran experienced the effects of modernism, the construction of
railways, the establishment of factories, and the emergence of an industrial working class. Internal
migration and the arrival of new social groups created an environment favorable to political activity
and party growth. Differences in political tendencies between urban and rural populations, as well as
between natives and migrants, shaped the specific characteristics of party activities in the province.
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The Tudeh Party successfully attracted diverse groups, especially industrial workers, thereby
influencing Mazandaran’s political developments (Yousefi-Nia, 1991: 612).

Part of the Tudeh Party’s activities in Mazandaran involved women. Both prominent and lesser-
known women collaborated with the party’s provincial office. This study examines the life and
activities of Razieh Ebrahimzadeh, one of the active female members of the Tudeh Party during her
time in Mazandaran and her cooperation with the party.

Method

This study uses the historical research method, a common approach in the humanities. This method
relies primarily on historical documents and first-hand sources. The researcher aims to reconstruct
historical realities by using documents and publications produced contemporaneously with the events
under study.

Findings

Women in Mazandaran — particularly those employed in industrial factories — formed an important
segment of the party’s supporters. These women were often from middle-class or intellectual families
and faced economic hardships, cultural challenges, and social restrictions. The Tudeh Party sought to
raise political awareness and promote women’s rights through the establishment of the Democratic
Women’s Organization, encouraging their participation in labor and social struggles. This organization
addressed key issues such as women’s illiteracy, child labor under age 14, and maternity leave rights
(Firuz, 1994: 43; Bayrami, 2021: 146).

Razieh Ebrahimzadeh’s life exemplifies the political activism of Tudeh women in Mazandaran.
Born in 1926 into a large and impoverished family in Tabriz, Razieh’s childhood was marked by
economic hardship, migration to Firouzkuh during the First Pahlavi reforms, and an eventual return to
Tabriz following an earthquake. Her adolescence coincided with the return of Iranian and non-Iranian
migrants from the Soviet Union and exposure to Bolshevik and Menshevik ideas. Her marriage to
Reza Ebrahimzadeh — one of the “Group of Fifty-Three” and a member of the Communist Party of
Iran — facilitated her entry into the Tudeh Party. After marriage, she participated in political meetings
and social workshops and worked to recruit women workers into the party and women’s unions
(Ebrahimzadeh, 2002: 102-117).

Razieh’s activities in Mazandaran extended well beyond recruiting women. She supervised factory
production, monitored workers’ rights and working conditions, and intervened in hiring and
dismissals. She also played a direct role in ensuring workers’ safety and confronting street clashes
with the party’s opponents. Her efforts included organising the Women Workers’” Union and
integrating it into the Democratic Women’s Organisation of the Tudeh Party. To address insecurity,
she even brought a group of armed and intimidating individuals to Mazandaran to serve as protectors
(Ebrahimzadeh, 2002: 126-127).

Despite Razieh’s active presence, her focus on women’s issues was limited. Much of her work
centred on labour issues, security, and political organisation, and her perspective on women’s concerns
was shaped by a male-dominated, top-down approach. As a result, her interactions were mostly
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limited to non-native female textile workers, while local women had fewer opportunities to participate
or express themselves.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the Tudeh Party’s activities in Mazandaran — focused on industrial workers
and the urban middle class, and supported by a small number of active women — successfully attracted
a significant portion of the local population. Female members and supporters were mostly from
families connected to the party, and their concerns were primarily economic and political rather than
explicitly gender-related. Razieh Ebrahimzadeh’s role as an active female member highlights the
involvement of migrant and working-class women in local political processes but does not indicate
widespread participation of native Mazandaran women in the Tudeh Party.

Overall, the party consolidated its local organisations by focusing on workers and the middle class
and by utilising the activism of migrant women. However, women’s issues and rights remained
marginal in local political activities, and women’s participation was mainly within labour-oriented and
supportive structures rather than through independent political action.

This analysis offers a rereading of local women’s history and their roles in Iran’s political
movements during the 1940s, showing that their political presence was limited and shaped by
patriarchal norms and prevailing economic and social conditions.
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