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Abstract

Mosques, as sacred symbols of worship, are founded upon a sense of place that establishes a profound
connection between the body, the soul, and the divine. However, contemporary mosques in Tehran, influenced
by modernity and physical challenges, often suffer from a lack of spatial sanctity and have reduced the sense
of place to a superficial state, devoid of mystical depth. This issue stems from a disconnection from historical
patterns, particularly the Safavid mosques of Isfahan. The objective of this research is to elucidate a conceptual
model for the prospective enhancement of the sense of place in contemporary mosques in Tehran, through the
analytical modeling of the architectural components of the Safavid mosques of Isfahan, thereby providing a
practical framework for recreating the sanctity of the mosque without reducing it to non-sacred functions.The
research methodology is mixed-methods (qualitative-quantitative) and applied. In the qualitative phase, using
purposive and snowball sampling of 10 experts related to the research topic, semi-structured interviews were
conducted, and the data were processed based on thematic analysis at the levels of open coding (109 codes),
axial coding (31 categories), and selective coding (4 key dimensions). In the quantitative phase, 400
questionnaires were collected from architects, professors, and architecture students and evaluated using
confirmatory factor analysis in Smart PLS software. The findings highlighted four fundamental dimensions of
the sense of place: Physical-Spatial (such as the centrality of the Qibla and climatic adaptation with symbolic
light), Aesthetic-Symbolic (divine geometry for a sacred realm), Social-Spiritual (mystical collective
interactions), and Psychological-Perceptual (sensory arousal for heartfelt presence). By modeling the Safavid
mosques, these dimensions identified the contemporary deficiencies in Tehran and provided an integrated
model for incorporating modern technologies (such as digital modeling). This model not only enhances the
spiritual richness of Tehran's mosques by preserving their sacred identity but also provides a forward-looking
paradigm for sustainable Islamic architecture in the face of global challenges, which can contribute to
deepening devotional experiences and promoting cultural-spiritual harmony in Islamic societies.
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