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Exploring Mysticism in the Ghazals of Shar'i Shirazi
Abstract
Shar'i Shirazi is a capable, artistic, and lesser-known poet of the 11th
century AH (17th century CE). Rooted in the poet-nurturing soil of Shiraz,
he was a contemporary of famous poets such as Sa'eb Tabrizi and Bidel
Dehlavi, a peer of Urfi Shirazi, and a contemporary of Kalim Kashani and
Vahshi Bafgi. During the Safavid era, following the custom of the time _

whether in pursuit of a beloved or due to mistreatment by those around
him _he journeyed to India, where he spent forty years of his life. The only

extant manuscript of his divan (collection of poems), held in the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Majlis) of Iran, was critically edited and
published in 2016 (1395 SH). This divan is a precious collection of poems
in all forms and themes, and its ghazal section contains 956 ghazals, rich
in lyrical themes, including mysticism. In love and mysticism, Shar'i
Shirazi follows the ideas of 1bn Arabi and Rumi and shows the influence
of Hafez. Shar'i Shirazi paid particular attention to the social dimension of
mysticism. In his mystical view, the earth and heaven attain a special
connection, and his critical perspective on some pseudo-mystics is
noteworthy. To explain the profound impact of mystical love, Shar'i
beautifully employs the allegory of Sheikh San‘an. This article, using a
descriptive-documentary and library research method, extracts, examines,
and analyzes the mystical terminology and ideas of Shar'i Shirazi.

Keywords: Analysis, Mysticism (Sufism), Ghazal; Ghazals, Shar'i
Shirazi



