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Qur'anic and Narrative Intertextuality and Its Metaphorical Representation in
the Ghazals of Maftun Hamadani

Abstract

The ghazals of Maftun Hamadani, a contemporary Iranian poet, are replete
with profound religious and mystical themes and demonstrate a masterful
command of classical poetic structure. However, they have received scant
attention in literary scholarship regarding their intertextual and rhetorical
dimensions. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method,
grounded in Gérard Genette's theory of intertextuality, to investigate the
mechanisms through which the poet recreates Quranic and narrative
concepts and characters. The central research question explores the
specific rhetorical devices, particularly metaphor, through which Maftun
redefines ancient religious themes within an affective and lyrical
framework. Findings from the analysis of numerous examples from his
divan reveal that Maftun primarily utilizes two key strategies: conceptual
metaphorization and the integration of rhythm and rhyme with religious
content. Through these strategies, he successfully forges an artistic link
between sacred texts and lived poetic experience. In this process,
characters such as Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) are transformed from mere
narrative figures into dynamic symbols of love and beauty, while concepts
like the Day of Judgment or Paradise gain a deeper mystical resonance
through the musicality of specific refrains. The study concludes that
Maftun's approach can be regarded as a form of "poetic exegesis," wherein
classical rhetoric is employed not as a mere decorative ornament but as a
vital hermeneutic tool for discovering and articulating new meanings
within sacred texts.

Keywords: Maftun Hamadani, Intertextuality, Metaphor, Quran and
Hadith, Mystical Ghazal.



