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Gray ware is one of the common ceramic types of the Iranian Plateau, and
since its initial discovery by archaeologists, numerous theories have been
proposed regarding its origin. The most popular of these theories has
attributed its emergence to the migration of the Aryan peoples. In reality,
however, gray ware does not differ substantially from other ceramic types
and, due to the absence of elaborate decorations (such as those found on
painted buff ware), its production was even more cost-effective. This type of
pottery acquired its gray color solely as a result of advancements in kiln
technology and higher firing temperatures. In the present study, based on
research-oriented and library-based methods, the evidence of gray ware from
the northeastern Iranian Plateau is examined and analyzed, with a particular
focus on the Hissar site. An investigation of the production process and
changes in the proportions of gray ware at Hissar—often coinciding with the
onset of urbanization on the Iranian Plateau—indicates that at the beginning
of the fourth millennium BCE, gray ware constituted only about 2 percent of
the ceramics from Hissar Phase F. This ceramic tradition, similar to many so-
called “administrative wares” (such as everted-rim vessels, string-cut bases,
and spouted jars), increased concurrently with the rise of urbanization,
accounting for more than 30 percent of the total ceramics produced in Phase
E. In contrast, painted buff wares with elaborate decorative and animal motifs
declined or were eliminated altogether. The authors attribute this
transformation to the development of society toward urbanization and a
growing emphasis on mass production rather than the manufacture of
prestige-oriented ceramics.

Citation: Moradi, N., Fazeli Nashli, H., & Yousefi Zoshk, R. (2026). A Look at Gray Ware of the Northeastern Iranian
Plateau in the Fourth Millennium BCE. Archaeology of Iran, 15(2), 23-39.
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