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The role of rhetorical devices in creating mental and emotional imagery
in the ghazals of Maftoon Hamedani

Abstract

Persian ghazal has remained a major medium for expressing emotional
and mystical experiences in recent centuries. Among contemporary
poets, Meftoun Hamadani stands out as a figure who, while remaining
faithful to the classical form, introduced fresh dimensions to modern
ghazal through his innovative use of rhetorical devices. This study,
conducted with a descriptive-analytical method and a qualitative
approach, examines his ghazals based on classical rhetoric and modern
criticism, focusing on the role of metaphor, metonymy, irony, and
personification in shaping his poetic imagery. The findings indicate that
metaphor occupies the central place in Meftoun’s poetry, serving as the
foundation for his emotional and cognitive imagery; metonymy (majaz)
enables indirect expression and adds philosophical and social layers;
irony (kinayah) provides multi-layered romantic and critical discourse;
and personification animates natural and abstract concepts, thereby
intensifying the poet-reader emotional bond. Overall, rhetorical devices
in Meftoun Hamadani'’s ghazals function not merely as linguistic
ornaments but as mechanisms of image-making and meaning-
production, elevating his lyrical poetry to a distinctive position in
modern Persian literature.

Keywords: Meftoun Hamadani, Rhetoric, Metaphor, Metonymy, Irony,
Personification, Imagery



