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Interpretation

Petroglyphs are considered among the most valuable cultural remains of
humankind. These works have been created in various forms across different
regions of the world. In Iran, a number of sites containing rock art have so far
been identified and introduced. The northwestern region of Iran—known in
geographical divisions primarily as Azerbaijan—is regarded as one of the
main centers of this form of art, where numerous petroglyphs have been
documented to date. The present study, conducted through field
investigations and library research and employing a descriptive—analytical
approach, seeks to answer the following questions: (1) into how many
categories can the petroglyphs of northwestern Iran be classified in terms of
style and depicted scenes? and (2) from a chronological perspective, which
period(s) do the petroglyphs under discussion belong to? The results of the
study indicate that the petroglyphs of northwestern Iran were produced using
two main techniques: pecking and incising. The depicted scenes include
human, animal, geometric, and symbolic motifs, spanning a chronological
range from the post-Neolithic period to the Late Islamic era. Nevertheless, it
appears that the majority of these petroglyphs date to the second and first
millennia BCE.
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