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Nagsh-e¢ Rajab is one of the most significant ritual-royal sites of the early
Sasanian period (224—651 CE), which, together with Nagsh-e Rustam and
Tang-e Chogan Bishapur, contains the highest concentration of rock reliefs
in the Sasanian homeland, Fars Province. This study, employing both field
and theoretical frameworks and analyzing data through historical and
archaeological approaches, demonstrates that five chronologically distinct
reliefs were carved at the site: Nagsh-e Rajab I, depicting the investiture of
Ardashir Papakan (224-242 CE) by the manifestation of Ahura Mazda on
foot; Nagsh-e Rajab II, showing Shapur I (242-272 CE) on horseback,
accompanied by the royal family on foot, entering the site for a royal-ritual
ceremony; Nagsh-e Rajab III, representing the grand investiture of Bahram
I (276293 CE) by Ahura Mazda on horseback; Nagsh-e Rajab 1V,
portraying Shapurdukhtak I and Bahram III-Sakanshah, queen and crown
prince of Bahram II’s court; and Naqsh-e Rajab V, featuring the bust of
Mobed Kartir, chief priest during Bahram II’s reign. Stylistic and
geographical analyses suggest that the site was likely selected shortly before
the fall of the Parthian Empire and following Ardashir Papakan’s
consolidation of power in Pars and the conquest of Khuzestan for creating
rock reliefs and performing royal-ritual ceremonies. The findings underscore
the special ritual significance of Nagsh-e Rajab in the early Sasanian period
and identify its natural terrace as a venue for investiture (coronation)
ceremonies.
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