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Abstract

Urban flanerie, broadly conceptualized as the reflective practice of walking through and observing urban life, has been central
to the formation of modern urban culture in the West. From Baudelaire and Walter Benjamin to subsequent cultural theorists, the
flaneur epitomizes both the aesthetic pleasure of wandering and the art of “being-in-between” individuality and the collective.
While Western scholarship extensively theorizes flanerie, its articulation in non-Western contexts—particularly Iran—remains
underexplored. In Iran, urban strolling emerged only in the mid-twentieth century and evolved within a distinct socio-cultural and
spatial framework. This study investigates the manifestations of flanerie in Iran and the West, delineates points of convergence
and divergence, and examines how these differences reflect the relationship between civil society and urban space. It contends
that the acceptance and normalization of flanerie correlate closely with the openness and vitality of civil society. The research
traces the conceptual underpinnings of flanerie across Western and Iranian contexts, compares its spatial and social expressions,
and examines its mediating role between individual subjectivity and civic life. By situating quotidian urban practices within
broader debates on citizenship, cultural identity, and urban modernity, the study positions flanerie as an analytic lens for
understanding urban culture. Employing a qualitative—comparative methodology, it integrates theoretical text analysis, spatial
observation, and targeted fieldwork in Tehran. Western sources—including Baudelaire, Benjamin, Gluck, and Coverley—were
assessed alongside Iranian perspectives, particularly those of Kazemi and Fazeli. Field observations were conducted at key urban
sites—Vali-e-Asr Street, Tehran Bazaar, and City Park—and juxtaposed with Western public spaces, such as the boulevards
of Paris and civic squares in London. Observational data, including behavioral mapping, photographs, and field notes, were
thematically analyzed to reveal variations in spatial configuration, social interaction, and cultural meaning.Findings indicate
that in Western contexts, flanerie constitutes an institutionalized form of leisure and civic participation embedded within public
culture, signifying freedom, visibility, and collective urban engagement. Conversely, Iranian flanerie is constrained by moral
codes, gender norms, and fragmented pedestrian infrastructure. Tehran’s discontinuous walkways and pervasive surveillance
inhibit spontaneous street wandering, redirecting the practice toward enclosed or semi-public environments, such as shopping
centers. These spaces provide controlled yet meaningful opportunities for visibility and interaction, particularly for women and
youth. Consequently, urban strolling in Iran frequently functions as a form of “cultural consumption,” negotiating conformity
with subtle resistance. Gender dynamics further condition this practice: while men dominate open public spaces, women
navigate controlled environments, transforming flanerie into both a strategy of negotiation and a subtle critique of spatial
regulation.Overall, the study demonstrates that flanerie serves as a sensitive barometer of civic culture and urban democracy.
In Western cities, it reflects a mature civil society that supports individual expression within collective life. In Iran, it exposes
tensions between tradition, regulation, and the aspiration for public engagement. As the “art of being-in-between,” flanerie
encapsulates the broader struggle of Iranian urban life to reconcile cultural norms with emergent desires for visibility and
freedom. Enhancing pedestrian-oriented design, diversifying public spaces, and recognizing flanerie as a legitimate civic
practice may strengthen social cohesion and urban belonging. Conceptually, this study reconceptualizes flanerie from a literary
trope to a sociocultural and spatial diagnostic tool, offering a novel framework for analyzing the interface between urban form,
civil society, and cultural modernity in non-Western settings.

Keywords: Urban flanerie, Civil society, Public space, Cultural modernity.
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