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The Role of International Law in Managing Environmental Crises: A Comparative Study of the
Russia-Ukraine War

Abbas Masnavi?? Afshin Zargar®*Armin Amini?*

Abstract:

Environmental crises are among the main challenges facing the world today, raising significant concerns
about the future of the planet. These challenges have transformed environmental protection into a global
human responsibility. Since 1972 (the Stockholm Conference), the United Nations has played a crucial role
in global education and awareness-raising, laying the foundation for international environmental law
through various agreements and conventions. While these legal requirements offer a comprehensive
approach to environmental crisis management, their implementation in wartime faces significant
challenges. War alters the state of legal enforcement, and many obligations under international
environmental law are often disregarded in such contexts.

This descriptive-analytical study examines the environmental crises resulting from the Russia-Ukraine war
and evaluates the tools of international law in managing these crises. The findings indicate that the lack of
effective enforcement and weak implementation of legal obligations has led to the neglect of environmental
protection in wartime. Managing this crisis requires a structural reform of international institutions, the
strengthening of legal enforcement, and the utilization of modern technologies to enable them to play a
more effective role in environmental protection during crises.

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine War, Environmental Crises, International Environmental Law, International
Humanitarian Law, Environment in War
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