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Abstract

This study aimed to develop and validate a culture-oriented indigenous model
for an integrated educational framework emphasizing community-based
media literacy in the secondary education stage. The research employed a
mixed-methods approach. In the qualitative phase, purposive sampling was
conducted through 8 to 12 semi-structured interviews with experts from the
city of Nahavand, and data were coded and interpreted using MAXQDA
software and thematic analysis. In the quantitative phase, simple random
sampling was applied among specialists, with the sample size determined by
Cochran’s formula. Standardized questionnaires with confirmed validity
(factor analysis) and high reliability (Cronbach’s alpha > 0.70) were
distributed. Quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS and Smart PLS,
employing t-tests, regression, and path analysis. Findings indicated that media
literacy had a strong positive effect on innovative activities (f = 0.673) and
the quality of educational services (p = 0.900), with the GOF index (0.745)
demonstrating optimal model fit. The proposed model, integrating
components such as critical thinking, digital skills, and cultural values,
enhances learning in secondary education and aligns with the local needs of
Iranian society. This integrated educational framework, by empowering
teachers and leveraging technological infrastructure, demonstrates both
feasibility and generalizability within the national education system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rapid technological advancements and the widespread penetration of digital media have posed new challenges
for contemporary education. Students are exposed to vast amounts of information, often consumed without
critical analysis, which may lead to passive acceptance of content and the dissemination of misinformation. In
this context, teaching media literacy skills has become a necessity within modern education systems, as these
skills enable students to analyze, evaluate, and produce media messages while participating responsibly in
society.However, Iran’s educational system, with its emphasis on traditional content, lacks coherent indigenous
models for integrating media literacy into the curriculum. This deficiency limits the capacity for media literacy
education and hinders the implementation of imported programs. Studies indicate that an integrated approach to
curriculum design, which links various subjects, deepens and enriches learning while increasing student
motivation and engagement. Yet, the absence of a structured framework for embedding media literacy has
prevented the full realization of this potential. Therefore, a culture-oriented and indigenous approach, sensitive
to the values and needs of Iranian society while remaining compatible with global standards, can fill this gap.
Such an approach strengthens critical thinking and problem-solving skills, transforming fragmented learning into
a coherent and meaningful process. The present study aims to design and validate a culture-oriented indigenous
model for an integrated educational framework emphasizing community-based media literacy in secondary
education, examining its components, influencing factors, and improvement strategies to enhance media literacy
learning in Iran’s educational system.

Methodology

This research employed a mixed-methods design (qualitative—quantitative) to develop and validate a culture-
oriented indigenous model for an integrated educational framework emphasizing community-based media
literacy in secondary education In the qualitative phase, the population included teachers, administrators, and
educational experts in Nahavand, with purposive sampling applied. Eight to twelve experts with experience in
curriculum planning and media literacy were selected for semi-structured interviews. Data were collected either
in person or online and analyzed using MAXQDA software through content coding and thematic analysis. Data
validity was confirmed via expert review, and reliability was ensured through simultaneous coding by two
researchers. In the quantitative phase, the population comprised secondary school teachers and administrators in
Nahavand. Sample size was determined using Cochran’s formula, and participants were selected via simple
random sampling. Quantitative data were collected using standardized questionnaires, whose validity was
confirmed through confirmatory factor analysis and expert review, and reliability exceeded 0.7 (Cronbach’s
alpha). Data analysis included descriptive statistics, t-tests, ANOVA, and regression analyses. Finally, the
conceptual model was tested using partial least squares structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) in Smart PLS,
and model fit indices were assessed. Qualitative and quantitative findings were integrated to provide a
comprehensive framework for designing and validating the proposed model.

Results and Discussion

This study aimed to develop and validate a culture-oriented indigenous model for an integrated educational
framework emphasizing community-based media literacy in secondary education. Results indicated that media
literacy has a significant positive effect on improving the quality of educational services and fostering innovative
activities (B =0.900 and = 0.673), enhancing students’ ability to interact with digital environments and engage
in interdisciplinary learning. Key components of the model include educational goal-setting, integrated learning,
social participation, reinforcement of cultural values, and development of digital skills, providing a
comprehensive framework for students’ active engagement with media and cultural participation. Factors
influencing successful implementation include systemic support, teacher training, technological infrastructure,
parental involvement, and student motivation. Improvement strategies such as curriculum dynamism, teacher
development, technological enhancement, community engagement, and continuous assessment facilitate
effective implementation and improve learning outcomes. Model fit indices and the GOF confirm the validity
and reliability of the results. The proposed model, aligned with indigenous values and needs, enhances students’
capacity for media message analysis, creative activities, and meaningful interdisciplinary learning, and
demonstrates potential for broader application within Iran’s educational system.
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