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Examining the Level of Cultural Responsiveness among
Elementary School Principals in the Charusa District of
Kohgiluyeh County

Abstract

Cultural responsiveness, as one of the key responsibilities of school principals, plays a vital role in fostering
cohesion and coordination among various components of a school. It not only serves as a tool for effective
communication with students, teachers, and parents but also functions as a strategy for improving the quality
of education and training.The present study aims to examine the level of cultural responsiveness among
elementary school principals in the Charusa district.

This study is applied in purpose and quantitative-descriptive in data collection method. The statistical
population consisted of all principals and vice-principals of elementary schools in Charusa district, totaling 75
individuals (72 men and 3 women). Due to the limited population, a census method was used for sampling.
Data were collected through a researcher-made questionnaire. The instrument’s validity was confirmed
through face validity and construct validity (factor loadings), and its reliability was verified using Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient and composite reliability. The results showed that in terms of cultural responsiveness, T-
values in the dimensions of student—parent participation (t = 5.63), inclusive cultural school (t = 5.50),
culturally responsive teachers (t = 5.61), and critical thinking in leadership behaviors (t = 5.71) were at a
desirable level. According to the independent samples T-test, cultural responsiveness of principals based on
gender showed significant differences in the indicators of critical thinking in leadership behaviors (F = 31.83),
expanding conditions for culturally responsive teachers (F = 28.74), and student—parent participation (F =
10.44), while no significant difference was found in the inclusive cultural school environment indicator (P <
0.05).Cultural responsiveness of principals—through active student and parent participation, enhancement of
critical thinking in leadership behaviors, and creation of inclusive cultural environments—Ieads to
improvements in the quality of education and training. This approach plays a significant role as a key strategy
in transformative leadership, social justice, and inclusion within the educational system, offering an effective
pathway to address the multicultural needs of schools.

Keywords: educational administration, cultural responsiveness, cultural diversity

— ] 82 [Ik——



