AF-YY N F+ Yl :(FIY G aizno 92> 9 Sy ppie dolilad

Journal of Environmental management and law, Vol.2, Issue 4, 56-77

Joarnal of Envlronmental
Management and Lav

o banzmo G 9 o oo aolidliad
https://sanad.iau.ir/en/Journal/jeml

The Role of International Environmental Law in Addressing Climate
Crises: An Analysis of Iran’s Compliance with Its Environmental

Obligations

Noushin Azizollahi!, Zeynab Pourkhaghan®*

! Ph.D. Student in International Law, Department of Law, Isf.C., Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran
? Assistant Professor of International Law, Department of Law, Isf.C., Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran

*Corresponding Author: poorkhaghan@gmail.com

Original Paper

Abstract

Climate crises have emerged as one of the most pressing global challenges of the 21st century,
transcending national boundaries and demanding coordinated international responses. In this
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context, international environmental law plays a critical role in shaping the obligations of states,
developing global legal instruments, and strengthening compliance mechanisms aimed at
combating climate change. This paper adopts an analytical approach to examine the foundational
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principles of international environmental law—including the principle of sustainable
development, the polluter-pays principle, the precautionary principle, and the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities—and explores their incorporation into key international
agreements such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the Kyoto Protocol, and the Paris Agreement. The second part of the study focuses on the
performance of the Islamic Republic of Iran in fulfilling its environmental commitments. By
analyzing official documents, Iran's Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), and practical
implementation measures, the study identifies both the strengths and the challenges facing Iran.
Despite Iran's formal adherence to many international environmental frameworks, the country
faces significant operational and institutional obstacles, including economic sanctions, weak
environmental governance, lack of coherent national planning, and limited financial resources.
Moreover, the failure of the Iranian parliament to ratify the Paris Agreement has cast uncertainty
on the country's long-term climate commitments. The paper concludes that strengthening the legal
authority of international environmental law, coupled with internal political will, institutional
capacity building, and effective environmental diplomacy, can significantly enhance Iran’s role in
addressing the climate crisis and fulfilling its international obligations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, climate crises such as global warming, widespread droughts, recurrent floods,
and air pollution have emerged as critical challenges for the global community. In response to these challenges,
International Environmental Law (IEL) has evolved as a nascent yet crucial branch of international law, aiming
to guide nations toward environmental responsibility through binding agreements and soft law instruments.
This research seeks to clarify the role of IEL in addressing climate crises and critically examines Iran’s
engagement with key international environmental commitments, including the 2015 Paris Agreement and the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Materials and Methods: The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on the review of
international treaties, national policy documents, institutional reports, and scholarly literature. The research is
structured into two main parts: first, an exploration of the principles and institutional frameworks underpinning
IEL; second, an evaluation of Iran’s commitments, actions, and obstacles related to international
environmental agreements.

Results: The findings reveal that while Iran has formally acceded to various international environmental
treaties and agreements, the actual implementation of these commitments remains limited and fragmented.
Key principles of IEL—such as sustainable development, the polluter pays principle, cooperation, and
precaution—are only partially integrated into Iran’s domestic legal and policy framework. Institutional
weaknesses, financial limitations, international sanctions, and insufficient political will have further hindered
effective climate action.

Discussion and Conclusion: The research underscores the gap between Iran's international commitments and
its domestic environmental governance. Although Iran participates in international negotiations and has
established policy instruments like the National Climate Change Document, practical enforcement and
coordination remain inadequate. To bridge this gap, the study recommends reforms to strengthen Iran’s legal
framework, establish a centralized climate governance body, and foster international partnerships for technical
and financial support. Such measures are vital for enhancing compliance with international obligations and
mitigating the impacts of the escalating climate crisis.

Keywords: International Environmental Law, Climate Crisis, Iran, Paris Agreement, UNFCCC,
Environmental Governance, Sustainable Development.
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