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The Ottoman judicial structure included numerous terms and positions that their
titles differed significantly from their functions and duties that among these terms,
three important terms have been selected: Kadi/ Kadi, Kada/ Kaza , and Kadi
‘Askar/ Kazasker. In this research, an attempt has been made to collect data from
Turkish sources using an analytical-descriptive approach and library studies and it
has been determined that the Ottoman Kadi, unlike the judges of other
governments, was an important Ottoman provincial administrator who was
engaged in administrative-municipal duties. This incompatibility of the title of
Kadi with the corresponding duties arose under the influence of the Ottoman
policy of appointing judges from prominent families, or from the educated class,
or in the process of developing sources of income. It has also been determined that
among the Ottomans, the Kaza was used in the sense of a county and a provincial
administrative unit that took its name from Kadi as the head of the Kaza and its
transformation into an administrative unit was due to the merger of Nahiye (as an
administrative unit) with Kaza (as a unit of legal and judicial affairs). Kadi
‘Askar/ Kazasker, who was engaged in judging military matters in other
governments, also served as the Ottoman Kadilkudat/ Kadilkudat, and during the
turmoil arising from the Ottoman Interregnum(Fetret Devri), assumed such duties
and acted as the highest judicial authority in the Ottoman Empire.
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