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Abstract
Introduction: The domain of aesthetics and art is recognized as one of the six fundamental domains
in Iran’s Fundamental Transformation Document of Education (FTDE), which emphasizes the
pivotal role of art education in students’ holistic development. Although the FTDE highlights the
significance of art in the spiritual, emotional, and intellectual growth of students within the aesthetic
and artistic domain, it fails to propose a clear and structured model for organizing students’ leisure
time. Consequently, the essential role of cultural and artistic activities as extracurricular programs
has been largely overlooked by educational planners. This neglect has created a gap between formal
educational objectives and the practical implementation of extracurricular programs that nurture
creativity, aesthetic sensibility, and cultural identity among students. In this context, reinterpreting
the aesthetic and artistic dimensions within the framework of Klein’s curriculum model can help
bridge this gap and provide a more coherent foundation for promoting art-based learning experiences
.Methodology: This study adopted an integrated qualitative—quantitative approach, specifically
employing grounded theory, to explore artistic and aesthetic experiences among students. The
research focused on two age groups: children (elementary school) and adolescents/young adults
(high school). Through theoretical saturation sampling, twenty-eight participants—including
teachers, art educators, curriculum planners, and students—were interviewed. Their responses were
analyzed to extract initial semantic units. These units were systematically coded using MAXQDA
software, resulting in 925 open codes, 62 axial codes, and 21 selective codes derived from thematic
similarities and differences. The analysis was organized around causal, contextual, and
interventional conditions, following Klein’s nine core curriculum elements. The validity and
reliability of the findings were confirmed through expert review and quantitative verification using
a researcher-developed questionnaire, which was statistically analyzed with SPSS software.
Results: Findings revealed that the aesthetic and artistic dimensions have been largely marginalized
within Iran’s formal education system, despite the global recognition of art as a key component of
human and social development. The absence of a structured model for extracurricular activities
demonstrates a significant gap between educational ideals and real-world practice. This study
therefore proposes a practical and context-sensitive framework for designing and implementing
cultural and artistic extracurricular programs for students in Isfahan, aligning them more closely
with the objectives of the FTDE and enhancing the aesthetic and artistic domain.
Conclusion: The results indicate that the active support of school principals and parents, the
effective utilization of local and provincial capacities, the participation of skilled and committed
instructors, and the establishment of national competition secretariats across provinces can
collectively create a sustainable and valuable opportunity for cultural and artistic authorities to
enhance both the quality, creativity, and long-term educational impact of these competitions.
Key words: Aesthetic and Artistic Domain; Cultural and Artistic Competitions; Extracurricular
Programs; Kline’s Curriculum Model
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