Journal of Studies of Behavior and Environment in Architecture, (2025), 1(4): 1 - 23

Urmia Branch

Print ISSN:

3060-7914 Journal of 0
online 1SSN: Studies of Behavior and Environment in Architecture ‘
3060-8279 https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/sbea tlanic Azad Universit

A Comparative Study of Contemporary Chinese and Iranian Architecture:
Cultural, Social, and Technological Influences on Design Developments

Mahsa Rahnamaei Zekavat !, Saviz Tayyah 2",
1 Department of Architecture, Ra.C., Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran
Mahsa.rahnamaeizekavat@iau.ac.ir
*2 Department of Architecture, Ra.C., Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran
Saviztayyah5255@iau.ac.ir

KEYWORDS ABSTRACT

Eec?i"sfjizgg’;“ft‘e 28252025 This research is a comparative study of cultural, social, and technological
Pk 95 oy o AP influences on contemporary architecture in Iran and China, and seeks to analyze
Available Online: 10 December 2025 the differences and similarities between these two countries in the field of

architectural design. The main issue of the research is how these factors

e M Ee influ.ence thg formation qf form, style, and cgntent of contemporary

DOI: architecture in Iran and China. The research questions focus on how these

https://doi.org/10.82394/sbea. 2025.1209399 factors influence and the differences between them. The research hypothesis is
based on the premise that cultural and social differences, including historical
roots and religious philosophies, have a significant relationship with the choice
of materials, forms, and design trends in the two countries; also, differences in
new technologies and socio-economic structures cause measurable changes in
these design features. The main objective of this research is to analyze how
tradition and modernity are combined in the contemporary architecture of the
two countries under study. In this regard, the role of the growth of the urban
middle class, changing lifestyles, and the tendency towards innovation in the
formation of public and residential spaces has been examined. The research
method is mixed and includes the analysis of quantitative and qualitative data
collected through questionnaires and field observations and analyzed using
SPSS software. The study of case studies shows that the analyzed buildings are
mainly modern and no obvious manifestation of traditional style is observed in
their form and structure. However, the indirect effects of traditional elements
in the choice of materials, spatial organization, and interaction of the building
with the surrounding environment can be traced in some cases. The results
indicate that the growth of the urban middle class and changing lifestyles have
played an important role in shaping these contemporary spaces, and the
tendency towards innovation, along with the preservation of cultural values, is
the dominant trend in the contemporary architecture of these two countries. The
findings show that while both countries use modern materials, Iran pays more
attention to preserving traditional elements in a modern context, and China
focuses more on advanced technologies and modern forms. The conclusion of
the research emphasizes the dominant role of cultural and social factors in the
formation of architecture.
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