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Abstract

The translation of the Holy Qur’an has always been among the most challenging domains of
linguistic and religious studies. Many Persian translations of the Qur’an, despite their efforts to
convey the message, have failed to reflect all the linguistic dimensions of the verses (word,
meaning, sound, and context). In this regard, the central research question of the present study is
how a translation of the Qur’an can be produced that remains faithful to the sacred text while
effectively conveying the distinctive structure of the verses in terms of meaning, wording,
context, and sound. "Text," as one of the fundamental tools in linguistic and semantic studies,
plays a pivotal role in the analysis of religious messages, particularly those of the Holy Qur’an.
This study, with the aim of analyzing Persian translations of the Qur’an, introduces the four-
dimensional “Mobin" model and applies it in a case study of Surah al-Kawthar. The research
method is qualitative and descriptive-analytical, employing textual analysis and comparative
translation evaluation. The Mobin model assesses translation in four dimensions: “semantic,"”
"expressive," "“contextual and cohesive,” and “phonological." The findings indicate that
translations confined to only one or two dimensions have failed to transmit the multilayered
message of the Surah, whereas the translation presented on the basis of the Mobin model, due to
its simultaneous attention to linguistic, exegetical, and aesthetic components, has been more
successful in effectively conveying the meaning. The unique feature of Surah al-Kawthar in
possessing “compressed vocabulary" has further enriched the analytical depth of the study,
demonstrating that careful attention to rare and unfamiliar terms is essential for producing a
more precise translation. The Mobin model also has the potential to be generalized to the
translation of other Surahs and can be applied in the teaching and evaluation of translations of
sacred texts.
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