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Abstract
The purpose of the present study was to analyze the structural model structures of sports privatization in the
development of Iranian championship sports. The present study is descriptive and applied in terms of its
implementation purpose, which was conducted as a survey. In the present study, data linkage was carried out
through the compilation of items of the privatization scale in the development of Iranian championship sports.
After identifying and extracting the indicators and defining the concept of privatization in the development of
Iranian championship sports, a researcher-made questionnaire was designed. This questionnaire had 36 questions
and included 8 components: international, economic, political, structural, infrastructural, supportive, legal, and
executive and managerial; with a five-value Likert scale. The statistical population of the study consisted of all
players and coaches in the field of championship sports in the country who were actively competing or coaching.
Based on the studies of McGullum et al. (1996) and McGullum et al. (2001), the sample size in factor analysis is
recommended to be 5 to 10 samples for each variable and about 300 samples in general; considering that the
questionnaire consists of 36 questions; Therefore, the researcher selected 324 samples for this study, which were
selected by simple random sampling from all over the country, and after distributing and collecting the
questionnaires, 305 questionnaires were completed and were subjected to final analysis. In order to statistically
describe the data, descriptive indicators were used, and for inferential analysis of the research data, Cronbach's
alpha test was used to determine the internal consistency of the questionnaire questions and components, and
exploratory factor analysis (EFA) and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) based on the structural equation model
were used based on the degree of relationship and T-Value was used to express the expansion of the general
linear model (GLM) to determine the construct validity of the questionnaire. Data analysis was performed using
statistical software (SPSS) version 27 and (10.2 LISREL) at a significance level of P < 0.05. The results showed
that the implementation of privatization in the development of Iranian championship sports is appropriate in
terms of fit indices and all questions and 8 components can be integrated in the development of Iranian
championship sports. The total explained variance showed that the research items constitute 8 factors and these
factors explain about 89.75% of the variance. The research components based on factor loading were
respectively legal and executive (0.87), structural (0.84), political (0.81), infrastructural (0.74), economic (0.59),
supportive (0.55), international (0.47) and managerial (0.42). These findings show that the highest priority in this
regard is the legal-executive and structural components; therefore, a roadmap for the privatization of
championship sports, focusing on legal and executive reforms, as well as the formation of a National Council for
the Privatization of Championship Sports, consisting of representatives of the government and the private sector,
is proposed to the country's policymakers in this area, including the Ministry of Sports and Youth and the
National Olympic Committee.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Privatization has been regarded as one of the major reforms shaping modern economic systems and public
management worldwide. In the sports context, it is considered a strategic approach to enhance efficiency, attract
private investment, and reduce governmental financial burden. In Iran, sport privatization has been emphasized
through constitutional principles (Article 44) and national vision documents (Iran’s 2025 Outlook). Despite
significant global success stories, the implementation of privatization in Iranian championship sports has faced
legal, structural, and managerial challenges. Therefore, this research aimed to analyze and design a structural
pattern of sport privatization in the development of Iranian championship sports, focusing on legal-executive and
managerial dimensions as essential prerequisites for policy reform.

Methodology

The study adopted a descriptive—survey and applied design. After defining indicators and conceptual boundaries
of privatization in sports development, a researcher-made questionnaire was developed, consisting of 36 items in
eight components: international, economic, political, structural, infrastructural, supportive, legal-executive, and
managerial. A five-point Likert scale was used ranging from “strongly agree” to “strongly disagree.”

The statistical population included 305 athletes and coaches currently active in championship-level sports across
the country, selected through simple random sampling. The reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha, and its construct validity was examined through Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) and
Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) based on Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) using LISREL 10.2 and
SPSS 27 at a significance level of P < 0.05.

Findings

The obtained results demonstrated strong internal consistency among items and acceptable validity indices.
Factor analysis revealed that the eight components jointly explained 89.75% of the total variance. The factor
loadings were highest in legal-executive (0.87) and structural (0.84) components, indicating their dominant
influence on the privatization process. Other components showed moderate to strong relationships: political
(0.81), infrastructural (0.74), economic (0.59), supportive (0.55), international (0.47), and managerial (0.42).
Model fitness indices confirmed adequacy through acceptable thresholds:

x2/df=3.31, RMSEA=0.087, GFI=0.95, AGFI=0.98, NFI=0.92, CFI=0.94, IFI1=0.91 y"2/df = 3.31, \; RMSEA =
0.087, \; GFI = 0.95 \; AGFI = 098, \; NFI = 092, \; CFl = 094, \; IFl = 091
x2/df=3.31,RMSEA=0.087,GFI=0.95,AGFI=0.98,NF1=0.92,CFI=0.94,1FI=0.91

All T-values exceeded 1.96, supporting the statistical significance of relationships between components and the
overall model.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings suggest that legal and executive reforms form the cornerstone of effective sport privatization in
Iran. Structural restructuring of sports organizations, clearer legislation, transparent investment guidelines, and
establishment of cooperative bodies between the public and private sectors are vital. Managerial efficiency and
supportive infrastructures were identified as secondary but essential factors. The study also underlined the need
for international benchmarking and learning from global models—such as those in Germany, Japan, and the
UK—to improve governance and competitiveness in Iranian championship sports.

This study provides a validated and reliable structural pattern for sport privatization in Iran’s championship
sector. The confirmed eight-component model can serve as a roadmap for policymakers, particularly for the
Ministry of Sports and Youth and the National Olympic Committee. The research recommends forming a
National Council for Championship Sports Privatization, including representatives from both government and
private organizations, to coordinate legislation, supervision, and investment strategies. Ultimately, implementing
this model can advance efficiency, sustainability, and international standing of Iranian championship sports
through systematic privatization.
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Table 1- Frequency and percentage of frequency of demographic variables of the study
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Table 2- Results of content validity study
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Table 3- Results of Bartlett and Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin tests
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Table 5- Results after Varimax rotation of the structural model of sports privatization in the development of Iranian championship
sports
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Table 6- Relationship between components and the concept of the structural model of privatization in the development of Iranian

championship sports
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Chi-sguare=145.78§,

standard estimation mode.

7.75 =

ALY o

11.23 =

esbaadl

5.59 =

12.82
14.61

l/

0 e -]

=

8.6b

———
17.59 — 000

§.23 ==

ek

11.78
10.36

11.89 =

el

\

15.51
19.02

12 .45 =

el 5 il

11.75 %=

e e

i

df=44, P-value=0.00114, RMSEA=0.087

(G0 (x> 50 ! (Glo i ()9 Arws HO (o) )g Gilw o gas G5 (g S oIl Jue T S

Figure 2- Measuring model of sports privatization pattern in the development of Iranian championship sports in a significant state .
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