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Abstract

The relationship between Iran and China has always been accompanied by changes and challenges
over time. This study examines the evolution of bilateral relations from an unstable alliance to a
comprehensive strategic partnership. The main research question is: How have the relations
between Iran and China evolved from an unstable alliance to a strategic partnership? The SWOT
analysis in this study revealed that the relations between the two countries have gradually
progressed from a limited, tactical level to a comprehensive and strategic partnership. This
transformation has not been based on ideological alliances, but rather shaped by national interests,
geopolitical necessities, and strategic realism. Key factors such as mutual dependence in energy,
complementary economic needs, and alignment in the face of international pressures have played
significant roles in this process. However, barriers such as the lack of a sustainable foreign policy
strategy in Iran, institutional inefficiency, and public distrust of China's intentions have hindered
the full realization of the potential of these relations. Additionally, threats like regional power
competition and Iran's delay in economic reforms present challenges for the future of bilateral ties.
Ultimately, Iran-China interaction has evolved from a process of mutual evaluations to a
purposeful synergy, and it has the potential to serve as a new model of partnership for non-Western
powers in the emerging international order. This study is conducted with a descriptive-analytical
approach and a SWOT analysis framework.
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