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Abstract

Social justice, as one of the fundamental goals of governance in Islamic thought, requires
mechanisms that prevent the concentration of power, structural corruption, and the like.
Electoral oversight is considered one of the most important tools for achieving this goal.
Thorough and impartial supervision of the election process not only prevents corruption and
discrimination but also paves the way for the fair distribution of resources and opportunities in
society. The authors in this study seek to answer the question of how electoral oversight,
inspired by the teachings of Imam Ali (AS), can contribute to the establishment and
strengthening of social justice in contemporary society. The research findings indicate that if
electoral oversight is redesigned based on the teachings of Imam Ali (AS) and principles such
as meritocracy, continuous accountability, and justice-centeredness are incorporated, it can lead
to the establishment of social justice in modern society. Moreover, in the approach of Imam Ali
(AS), oversight is not merely a controlling tool but a mechanism for the realization of people’s
rights, the strengthening of public trust, and an emphasis on people-centeredness in
supervision. Transparency and accountability of rulers have been fundamental principles of
Alavi oversight.
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Detailed abstract
Introduction

Social justice is one of the fundamental goals of governance in Islamic thought, which requires
mechanisms to prevent the concentration of power, structural corruption, and injustice. Electoral
oversight is considered one of the most important tools for realizing this objective. Thorough and
impartial supervision of the election process not only prevents corruption and discrimination but also
paves the way for the fair distribution of resources and opportunities in society. Imam Ali (AS), as a
prominent model of justice-seeking and religious governance, emphasized the necessity of
comprehensive and effective oversight over officials to prevent corruption, unfairness, and deviations.
Justice according to Imam Ali (AS) goes beyond individual and political relations and encompasses
equal rights, political participation, and fair opportunities for all citizens. Within this framework,
electoral oversight is an instrument to guarantee the integrity of the electoral system, rebuild public
trust, enhance the accountability of officials, and strengthen the legitimacy of the political system.The
main research question in this study is: How can electoral oversight, inspired by the teachings of Imam
Ali (AS), contribute to the realization of social justice in contemporary society? The hypothesis is that
redesigning electoral oversight based on the principles of meritocracy, continuous accountability, and
justice-centeredness can establish social justice. A review of religious texts and related research
indicates that justice-orientation and electoral transparency are foundational principles of Alavi (Imam
Ali’s) governance, essential for realizing the genuine will of the people and optimal management of
public affairs. This justice relies on active public participation and responsible presence of observers,
and its realization requires institutionalizing mechanisms that both preserve justice and eliminate the
grounds for corruption. Accordingly, electoral oversight, as the cornerstone of a just political and social
order, holds a special place in the thought of Imam Ali (AS).

Research Method

This study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach based on religious, legal, and political
texts. Primary sources were selected from Nahj al-Balagha, Islamic political jurisprudence, and
domestic and international legal documents. Through content analysis, the concepts of electoral
oversight and social justice were examined in light of the teachings of Imam Ali (AS). A comparative
analysis was also performed between the principles of modern electoral oversight and the Alavi (Imam
Ali’s) model.

Discussion and Findings

Studies indicate that electoral oversight, when accompanied by the principles of justice-centeredness,
meritocracy, and continuous accountability, can effectively strengthen social justice. Alavi oversight
emphasizes the active and informed participation of people in supervisory processes and continuous
monitoring of officials’ performance, a key principle in preventing corruption and political
discrimination. Preventive and ongoing oversight, from candidate selection through the end of their
mandate, constitutes a dynamic mechanism to ensure the integrity of the electoral system and prevent
deviations. Efficient electoral oversight, by opening the political competition field to all social strata,
prevents the consolidation of power by particular groups and provides conditions for reducing class
gaps and enhancing political justice. The presence of diverse social representatives in decision-making
bodies contributes to the fair redistribution of resources and opportunities and increases social cohesion
and political participation of marginalized classes. Additionally, fair and transparent supervision of the
scientific, ethical, and managerial qualifications of individuals prevents the infiltration of personal and
partisan interests into electoral processes and strengthens meritocracy. Ultimately, combining expert
elite oversight with popular participation, grounded in the jurisprudential and ethical principles of Imam
Ali (AS), provides a unique model of electoral oversight that ensures electoral integrity and legitimacy
through comprehensive controls and the free flow of information.
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Conclusion

An examination of the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha and the governance experience of Imam Ali (AS)

shows that Alavi oversight is more than a mere administrative process; it is an ethical, social, and
religious concept that forms the basis of the legitimacy and integrity of the political system.
Emphasizing distributive justice, transparency, broad popular participation, and continuous
accountability of officials, Alavi oversight fosters the establishment of social justice within the political
power framework. The model outlined by Imam Ali (AS) repudiates the monopolization of power and
establishes a network of formal and popular supervisory circles that prevent corruption and
discrimination. This preventive approach, with clear meritocratic standards and active societal presence,
enables just and accountable governance. Compared to contemporary systems, this ethical, people-
based model offers unique advantages that can reduce current challenges in electoral oversight.
Therefore, integrating Alavi oversight principles with legal mechanisms and modern technologies paves
the way for a transparent, fair, and accountable electoral process, guaranteeing the sustainability of
political legitimacy and the establishment of social justice in today’s societies. Thus, social justice is no
longer merely a theoretical ideal but becomes an achievable reality through effective electoral oversight
mechanisms.
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