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An Examination of Ridicule and Mockery in Dehkhoda’s “Amthal wa
Hekam” and Their Impact on Social Criticism
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Abstract

The literature of any nation encompasses its beliefs and experiences, and
proverbs, as reflections of life’s realities, are sometimes imbued with ridicule and
mockery. This research explores ridicule and mockery within Persian proverbs,
particularly in the first volume of Dehkhoda’s “Amthal wa Hekam” (Proverbs and
Sayings), analyzing their impact on social criticism through the lens of Mikhail
Bakhtin’s theory. In this study, proverbs are examined from the perspective of their
carnivalesque characteristics and their influence on cultural awareness. Employing
qualitative content analysis and Bakhtin’s theories, with a focus on the derisive and
mocking features of the proverbs, this research reveals how these sayings, in a
humorous and critical manner, challenge social behaviors, anomalies, and everyday
issues. The findings indicate that ridicule and mockery in Persian proverbs are not
only tools for social criticism but also serve as a means of representing individual
and social behaviors and fostering collective awareness in the face of anomalies and
social problems. This study aims to elucidate the position and impact of these
proverbs on social criticism and their influence on the general culture of Iranian
society through the analysis of these proverbs.

Keyword: Ridicule, Mockery, Persian Proverbs, Dehkhoda, Social Criticism.
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